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Tbere aze two mai n r••&ons tor the present study_
First, 1be three prG~iou. major studiesl all reached dlt­
tering conclus l ons , and lef~ many questions unanswer ed , and

second, unpublished tabl ~t. in the lllUvar d S••itlc lta. GUIIl
provide a sUbs t ant ial addl ~ ion 1o the limited corpua of
relevant texts. ~

In working with the t exts, the wr1ter bas come to
t eel that their mi xtur e or written lanauage. ~ well re­
pr esent. a SpokOD reality, that t_, that a scribe l"eadlng a
l egal contract might well ba~ read the Sumerian as Sumerian,
much &S lawyors s t i l l usc Latin pbzas08 for specifl0 l egal
concep'ts _ The wl'l 'tel' bas tbu. deemed It iD8dYlnble to
cODYert from Sumerian to Akkadian segments larger than
isolated words except Where phonetic compl ements clearly
make it necessar y . Wher ever both Akkadian aDd Sumeri an
occur In a pas.Ble, ~e pasaace bas been set orf from the
Engl i sh text by quotation marks or by inde nt a t i on , and, as
In Appendi x it. the Akkadian has been put in 11&11c8 and the

Sumer i an In simpl e lower ca... Proper names whicb do not
ag ree in language with their context ba~. been trea t ed as
loan-words. Capl~l letters have been reserved tor instances
in wblch the writer i. unable to de t ermine boW a 8ign was
read. or i8 unwl1li D& to choose be tween alternatives.
Pusage s quoted cont aining only AkkacUan 01' only Sumerian
are set oft from the En&l ish test b.Y ita l i cs. The set t ing
or Sumer i an in l i a l l 08 In 8uch cases 18 done With regrei.
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and only because ~he nece881~ bas beeD t.l ~ ~ d18~inga18b

trom tbe £ngli8b text all torelgD words .
The abbrevia t i ons used ue those or the Cblcaco

A••yrlan Dlc~10D8Z7.

Tbis t he s t was conceived by Dr. Dietz ot",o Ed&ar d
duri ng his visStlng prOfe8sorship at Harvard tn t he year
1961-1962, and 8urvlYed Its ttr8t montha only b7 virtue of
Me encourag ement and help. It waa adopud by Dr. Tbol'klld
J8~obe n upon his arrival. and owes wbateYer mat ur i t y It
ba8 reached to his COD.taut sapport and patient attention
to detail.

My &1' t t t Ude ts a180 due to Dr. Wi l l i am W. Hal l o of
Yale for his gener oU8 ass i s t ance With the Yale tablets
herein cited, and wi th soyaI'M I'" of bibliography.

Finally, ~ alncere t bank- a re eiven to the Kings l ey
Tr us t A.socl atlon of New Haven aDd the Cambr l dR8 Soc i e t y
of the New Jel'ua l e. , which ba'Ve s t!l'POrte" me durlDi my

s ~adle8 at naz~d ; to ~ SI.'.I, Mi s s GertrUde Dol e , for
typing a difficult work; and a boYe all to my good and
under s t andi ng wtfe .
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I N'l'l10DUCTI OM

J" i s widel y ~.co&niaed til." 'Ute natural economy of

anclen~ Mesopotami a di ctated trade.2 The ~rodQCt8 of field

and pa.8'tlU'e were abundant , given 1l'l'lgatloD: 1118ta18, stone,

a Dd str uct ura l wood were ~1I'tua117 ooMx:t.8oni ~ and the

rlve r e and conal s otfered ~eDU.8 of transport.

1t 18 thus DOt SUI'Pl'i81 ng to find the;t trade 18 a

professi on in Ol d Baq,lonian times . ) i~r ext ens i ve pr i vate

proper t y 18 ever ywher e attest d t 111"'i Oll i ndividuals the

means 1.0 rlnane xpedi '1 l oo" ot some s cope .

A150 'l.) be nohd is the exi s t ence of a si1v8r econ-

omy in some rona. I" i8 true that in any gi ven Instance it

~ be impossible ",0 asc I'-miD wheth z si lver or an equiv·

alent amount of goods actual l y ch&D&ed hands , 4 but it i8

nevertheless clear ~, s l i ve r was a common standa r d of

value. and could be tilled tor pB¥1II8D'& ot debts.

In tbis econo-'c coa1ext w. find the loan-contract,

which is well attested tn a vari e t y ot torms. For a con­

venient sumMaZ1 of loan terminology , the r eader i s zef er r ed

to the siudy made by B11i1y,5 to Which the fol1owl nc ob­

aerva t i oDS ~ be added.
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In the standard collection or l egal phrase. known as

itSiu,6 Tabl e t 2, Ool uma 1, 11DOS 57-65, ~ee 'ter ms

are di?tded tnto two Il'OUPS as Collo.e.

"
Yers1ns11che Schul d

Glkablger
als verz1nellche Schul d

h

II"
I Iohne

R.lJ.....iCu)-W- l i
a=nfaJ eu=bu-1i
A=nro l II

ja la-a "

l!g-Jm, CI1-lg
II

BAR- l's..-
l IAH- r a - tuk•
1LUl- ra-'tuk• ,
liAI\ - re-da.,
llA 1{- lIAR·sf,-- ..

lIAH-re. (nu-me-a) gt It D:OO gl-lp=tt
.. su-1a[1-1]

ohDe verzlnsllche
Schuld, 0.1$ zlns·
losos Darl.llen

ohne vet zi ns l 1che
Schuld , 18 Vel ­
trauenBda r 1ehen

as I s S nlchS mei ne
Schuld

Bot h the ruling of the 'tablet a.nd the ph1'ase "IWl-ra...
n~e-a / 01 a-na l\U-W- l l II 8et"eS-dt1-a /!!Ubut t At gmll and

" i a- l a1 / dpsWIJ" toge t her I oppos ed to "yAR- r e / !!UW11ume tl

Tbis impl i es that ~ell' meanings should be similarly grouped .

and requi r es fur t he r attent i oD to t he ind1vidual terms.

Et ymol og i cal 1,.., the meaning "ensnare" for ~mn7 is

perhaps appropriat e to. tlUwl1um as f\, loan at (ftxod ) lnte.relJ'& .

Fo.r bYWS"Q,jtpp, perbaps "ea~tum ·'rob,,8 had connota.­

tlons 8ul~ble i n a loaD context . ~h1le no pEec1se ly paza­

llel mean1D& tor~ 18 'Lo be round , we Iila¥ take the gf



10 mean utaftk", ttpotU OU', accumula t e . u 'I'be Ai IIIB7 r f er

to the ~ate ot 1/3 which app11• ., to many !!AbuSg."1II loans. 9

g inigm 1s clear l y de~AYed from uitIaa tlen'&rus,&ll. and ma.y

be irana l e"' ed tl ent rusted goo48 l1
• 'o-Ia1~ car ry "U1e same

intent.· by rererence to the obligati on il'R'OlYed aa tl bi ntU ng
.'

t he hand•••10 COl1lpBl"8 ' ED31Ish I1bond ll in 1" economJc sonses .

Act.ual l oans aze recorded in ' ex' s whi cb follow a baSi c

form de8c~iood by Scheu !: as follows& "l . IJa.rl ebensob j ek " .

2. zlnsh6he bZW. ZlD8t r e lhel t ; 11 3. that A (Schul dner ) OD B

(GlAubi ger ) ent.t S. heD' J 4. Zei t (Or" and Modus) de r Scbuld­

tilgung ; 5. Zc agen and Datume,,12 l'hc occurrence of '!er­

gttnzende Klauseln" 18 a.1 so no'&ed.

tlhe specific iype of loan-cont r ac <$ 11'1 th whi ob 'the

jUcscnt stUdy 1s centrally concernod, ihe tlpe..rtuer sh1p-loanll

contrnct~ close l y tol1cm8 this torme l'ts dis t.i ngui shi ng mark

1s thnt 1he plBCe of spec i f i cation of l oan- t ype (BS item 2 In

SChol Z 'S ou1fl ine a:1.;ht lJett.el' be termed)13 is oc cup1od by i be

phrase DM-tab-bA-Q or 1U eqalva.1ent . 14 Sixteen published

Old Babylonian examples of such contrac t s are known to the

present writer,15 and ton aze herewith added from t he tablet
.. '6co l l eo'ioD or the HarYard S~110 Museum.

Material relevant to the undcrs tBndl ng of the par t ­

norshlp- l olUl contract s i s found not only in t he contract s

tIl_ e l v s , l.Jtt1 also in o 'tbel' source-types. We mDi.Y no t e
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fi r s t the piJ<lme'tp 01' lIaccoUDt l ng tl 18X18 . 17 whlcb recor d

the terminat i on ot puiner8hl ps. FutileI' Infor mation 18

found In 'teres ot a Iq 1 or r-ocedu a l nature . IS Among

the lexical texts , both .... ISiliJl and UU,Alpbpllg con­

tai n directly rele~t mater l a l . 19 Finally, the Rammnzabt

Code con'tai as one express PI'OY181on ("tt'. 01' No. 98) for

tb giving ot IIIOney on partner ship tsrl'Jl8. 00

Tho problems I' tsed b.Y these sources bave reooi ved

considerabl e attention In A.aayr l o1egical II terattUe. Three

substant i al stadl••, by Ellers" Lou"ner, and SZIechter,21

bave especiall y ocmtl'lbuted to OUl' tmdel's taDdl ng . Because

'&he8e ' hi" e 8'&UdS•• r each dl....l'glng conclus i ons . 1t 118¥ be

11 8t thle poi nt to characterise each ~letly.

At the oldset t may DOW general l y that tn 'the

partbel'shlp-loan cont r act . we ba'Ye 'to do with tile coinci­

dence ot two dls t t nct concepts. "par'her 8ht pft ("nam-t&b- ba /

.tAImibJIa") ODd "loan" (impl i c i t In tlsu- ba-an- t l / J1g1tt "ne

recelVed").22 ~beD these two concept. are met with

sepaJ'8wl y , the tOl'lllOr emphaalaes an equal . t y among the

participant s , while t he lat'&e~ i mplies 811 Inequality . More

Pl'ec 188l y s In tho case or partne:r8hip, tile JHU~ne:rs share

ownershi p; While 1D '&be case or 10811, the credlw r r e tai ns

owne~8h1p and U1e debto!' haS posseselon. 23 ThIs difference

18 as 1t were accentuated when, In partner . h1p loans. a

slqle onl t ot propeJ'V 18 lDYOlftd.
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We BUlgeat , th ft, that anderIJtaDdi ng 1be parber8hlp

loan depends upon reconci l ins the•• element In relat ion to

a single unl'& ot propel''&)', usually expre. sed as a sum of

81lver , and two 01' _1'8 persons.

There a r e .....eJ pos81ble reconcl 11att0D8. Ell er s

sees the loan-tol'Dl as ruling '&be prlDClpal, aDd the par t ·

DeI'Shl p-form as ruling '*he prottt. "da , die FOl"deruaa auf

. - ~••1., gemeiD8811 d wie deDI odeI' den Sa,...

lamnaetchbet den OhaI"akier de. ge.IlS8D Recht sge.chAtte. ,

nul' In del s8m PaDkt wazen die Kontrabenten gle1chge.tel l ".

",,,mil, GewIDDbeMlllpog des - neben den Mpgjj I."

koosi l tutl.... Eille.chat' elDer JAm:i'i.UIa•.,24 The croc.Utor

ball ownership of '&be capital and a right in the PJ:ot t t , tbe

de bt or has posse. s l oll ot the capt tal and a rip " In the

prot l "_ The dlyl_lon is thus aloae financia l , raihel" ~

personal , 11ne8, tbe s ame pu'tic!pant s .'landllll in different

r el atlonshl pe '&0 each other as to capital and as to prot l t.

LautneJ', 011 '$he o$her hand , 888S the partner ship

stipulation 88 prl.ez117 a s t i pul a t i on of purpG8 ("Zweck­

besttllllllRlDgS'Y8ft18rk. h p. 32). "Di e llbel'lebone Valum l80i l

dazu venreDdet _rdeD. die wt r tacbat'&l iohe Grtmdl age elue .om

QIpftlngor 1'111 t Dr ! "teD absuBchll..eenden Bmii..tuIIl zu

bll<Jen •••"25 Thua '&he UDIIDianum Is wbolly creditor , bu1

In l'elatton to a gl"oup which ts a par11l8l's h t p .
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szlechter, 1 tly, lavs more s t r es s on partner shi p

fol'DlS. " ••• l' tm des 8IJ80cl'S a mi. co appor t l'argent et-

t ' a ut r e &ssoc l l , COIJIIIII~Ft, a &YJI:'Or tf son l ndu8tl'le pour 10.

t a i r e volo1r et ~tag. avoc l'a s 8ocl'-eapttBl l s te Ie pro­

ttt •••"26 Untortunately, In this treatment tbe 1 portance

or the t oan-tOl'm ( i n addition to l oan t8l'111inolol7) 18 not

adequately .recognized.

It "Ill be seen that the choice of Interp~eta'lloD Will

depend in DO small ID888Ul'e upon the nntnfers to oertai n con­

crete , tactual ques t loDS.

1. Did 'U1 Cl'edtto~ reauIaI'ly receive a shiue or the

pr ot l t ? It so , then be ba4 '&he rights 01 a pal' U81' In tbls

respect.

2. Was the cnditol' bounrl to shue In possible 108 es"

It 80, tben 'Ute ~I'tner.hlp ml gbt encroach on the capt tal sum.

3. Was luw"••, cbBrged by '&he crecUtor on a partner ­

ship loan? It BO, then the 01' dttor acted 88 orecU t or r a ther

'than as pal'tDel' In ~I 1'8 pect .

In orde r to anner theN que "Ions , 1 t 18 DeCe8sary to

subj ect '*he contnlCU ODd relaWd l1IBter l al to close analyst ,

In r espect to torm or struoture lU!I W II as to con'tent or vo·

cabul a r y . We shall begtn tn the fol l owing page by dlsti n­

gut hing and examintna the s'tandard and the val'lable olauses

In onan't partn8..8h1p-loan con~l'8Cu.



'1'lJE CLA USES QF fIJi NAH-IAU-PA LOAN Q9NTUACTS

THE BASIC FOnM

'I'he mn.ln e l ement . of t be mm-tilb=ba. contracts may be

lis t ed as follows : 1. SUD'I Loaned J 2. IJI)I!!=tAb=ba. B ; 3. Ored­

Itor(8 ); 4. Deb1Or (8 ) ; 5. ig-J8=M-StC-meI..l.; 6. nepe.yment

Te rms; 1. Wl 1;OO8se8 ; 8. kiilb trEa J and 9. Date. Tho l l' di s-

t r i bution 1n a:vnll8,ble contr3Cts may conveni e ntly be 8UJ'l'll1ar ­

l zc d f n the chart fai leJ!lng • .

I n thi s chMt , t he ordor of t he dated texts 1s

chronol ogical . I f X" i ndi ca t os tho occurrence , " . 11 the non­

oocur r ence or n glven element. Any cbanr,e 1n the pos i t i on

of an element Is Indicated by an arrow from the normal

pos t tton to the act nal JlOs t tion. Add! tions to the bast e

fo r m a re deno t ed by the lct'«Jr "nil in the proper place .

!!lnor abnormal i t ies (Buch M kf, i l b P15 for t ho usual JdsllJ. .

.l4-tnJ,m-mft, ) a r e not here noted, btlt will be treated 1n tbe

discussion or t he tndl.vldtml el ement s.

It will be seen tbat the texts vary only slightly in

t hei r cho i ce and order ot element s , so thnt tho lis t i n t ho

7
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firs t column of t he cha r t may £t1,fel~r he Hl,icl to g i ve t he

" s tandart; t or ml l
fOI e ngm-tay-ha I oa n cont .rac t ,

Certain wajo ~: varia,nt:; s ho nl t1 be noted i rnl'llC(l i n,t e l y .

1. 'rhe l:tiSib lp-ra phra.se 1s raot regula.r l y included

at fir s t, bu t tocomcs t he zul e rather t hnn the except i on in

a, l: i 111 1 16 and :i~:i 75(;9 omi t r cpaymerrt t erras .

3. In l.iL VI I 97, r: l 17, aoo ~. tAll IG3::;1. a l l relat i ve l y

I t!. te , t ho 'h"m-tab-1» phr a s e follow8 r athor tha~ precede s the

ment i on of crcditor( s ) und deb t or (s ) .

I n addt tiOD to tIle fixod elemen t s of "th e s t anda rd torm,

wh i ch. may VaJ:y in content only, there a r e s eve r a'l var t a b l e

el C~l~nts . we mo.y note st1pul n,-t1011 ot pltr m s e ( UE~' v ,115 and

jlL VI i 97) , ane add i t i on...,.! st ipula t i ons concornfng r epaymerrt ,
\

such as cozporate l1a 01 11 "ty . str iet cauh po.J1JCn t ~ol· paymen t

i n grai n .

I n the sect i ons t hat foll o'l, no shal l firs t <USC US8

t he fixed clements in t ho ordcl' li s t ed .. then t he variable

e Lemcnts , and t hen the correlations that exi s t among the

vaz10us smulings or form and content .

'il~ rIXL1 CLAUSr;S

1. Sue Loaned

I n thi r t y i ns t a.11cos , 27 we know t he s ums of s i Ivnr

lanned on par tner shi p terms . They r ange from two sbelcels
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( U}}i' v 3(2) t o t~outy lUaua 'YO~ 'JIll 14!)~ . Of t h e tlli l'ty ,

t~on1;y-one f a l l 1.Jo toween t e u shc k llls u.u.G t \lO cana , 'H i th rour

111 tJXCOS 5 of tuo nnna. aud f i ve be i llg l ot;s 1.hall ten shekel s .

'l ila seven loans for one wtWa. oach l:c p A:os cn't the l tu gest

gr oup at oue BUill, anU occupy a ilJed1a.u pos i t i on, "tbol'C being

·twe lv~ loaus rO l: sr~lor sums BUd ulcvon foz larger sums .

r,L'lw tcrUl1nol oiY f al: IIpar ·t uor sh1 ptl (wun- t ab- l&) and

r ela ted concep~s. ~ug~ i n a gono~aJ sonse cl ea r . pros~nts

on closor examinat i on sevoxal complexities whi ch cal l for

di scuss i on i n soma de tai l .

A S a potut of departure. ~e ~ tak2 t he occ~rrencc

of the tOIL1 in aM ittiS". he r e , i n '~abl e t 3, Co lumn 11 ,

line 20, W0 find

~ nam-~b-La I Kt-liA~ti.U128 tap-pu-tu .

In t he Swnel' l a.n column, iij1m-tA.b-ba II par 'tnersbl pll may

be iaken as consisting o.f the .a.lJS t l's c i formant ~- and t he
",,' /I It ::?oword tab-bAt Akkadi an j a ppam, partno~ . / It wil l uc seen

,ba t tbe w~lt1ng kU DNP-iaY-be does not make expl ic it t he

graluma 'U ca l rela.tioJUilh1p involved. 1;i t hor a gent tiva I OJ: an

apposi tional construction Ill1 ght be wr i tten in t h i s fas hion.

"-I n tlw Akkadian oolumn, tbe vord t apnytuw. formed from

t,he "01'0 tanP" "pa.l'tncI " by 1ihe add i t i o n of t he abs t l'Q.c t
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fo rr.n n t -Y.1.Ym, offen:; n Ilr e c i s c pa,r n.l 1 ~ 1 t o nan-ta y- ba ; a nd

i n con t rns t to thn gra,mrn:lticnl nJ'1h i b;'il i t y of tl~e Sunc r l t.Ul

cn t ry , 1 t cl e a r l y i ndicatos hy 1t s nomi nat i ve cntlinJ -11, a n

nppo s t tlonc"l cons t rue tl 0'1 , kj\snu tnmtIt u , n s 1Iver , par tna r >

ship cap! t~l " r ather tbnn a g en f t tve construction, lmsa:n

,Eupu:u. tt Rj. l v c r of a/tho par t ne T. Bb \ p . "30 s mce the Akk3<Uan

of · Ai . ge ner a l l y rea pe c t s the nominnt i vc - geni tive (1!stl nc ­

tl on af t e r _.1_ , 31 t he ev idence of tl"\is wr f t m g canno t li ght l y

he di r; T.cga r clod .

Turnin~ next to ~\C r cl nt od t ngn l entri os in t he

series cited as f1 TlAn - :r.n : lHlbttl l ll,,,32 we find the fo ll o"'i ng~...

277 1dJ nnm-t a b-ha Im-UP lAn-pi, (var. kA=siW tap-w-tJ)

kh nam-to.b-ba-ni II Sap-pi=e-id (var. II SAn=gy- i 4 )

krt nam-tab-ba-ne-ne II t An-nt , - itl:.mI. (var. II 'AD-ng-is1.:ml>

tab-ba-ne-ne

Dn=nu=q=id.
tap-DIl-U-i4:nu

Fo r line s 2~() -28~ , th'; var t nnt t exts S11 ' ~~ 2 1 ' ~; 24 ' and

(tr a ce s or the first colt~ns on l y) s_~ otter t be ro l l ov.1n~ '"...

'*l.a.n-pu=u

nam-tab-ba-a.- n! tap=pu-y.-iy t ap-pq-ut-§u

11 l.ap-w-ut.-su-nu
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nnr1 ?QLnU!ll-ta.b-ha-nc-ne , not ktt ne.m-ta!J-l)n.-Jm-nl, -t@-ne-pe ,

seem clea r l y to excl ude t~c pos s Ibi l i t y or a geni t i va l con­

s t rnct i on, 33 an~ hence r;.rl S t be take n as Indicating an

t\ppost tlon , It h i s / t he i r s i l ver , pa,r t ne r sh.ip hol C! t ngs . fl Tlms

t he :),mblguous wrttlng ktl,r...1ell-tab-bSl. in Ai . 3, II, 20 i ~ bes t

eons l de re~ as a l so r~nresentl~ an n ~po ~ltlon r a t her t han a

1enl t l vc , gi vi ng complete con~rucnce bc twe~n t he Snmer l an and

.Hcm..<Ua.n entri es 1n Ai .

I n t'he ,','elea d l a n cnl nmn of IJh . , the vnrt n-n t texts cited

follow this pat t e r n . ins of a r a s , by \n l tin.g t he nomf na t Ives

,tap-ptI-d, -id. -!d:nu , t hey Indlc~.te a ppos I t t cn, The ma i n

tlvnl constznc t f on meani ng " s t Iver of (the ) par tnur s/pn.r t nc r ­

shi p, " showi nl~ tlat the a:ppos l tional construction \\"<15 not the

onl y 0110 poss i bl e .

Compa r i son or t he s ume r ren and A!c1mdlan ooI umns pr o·

vides further information. Hot h :ln li nes 277-279 of t he i:1a.l n

texts , and in lines 2So-~g~ of t he va~l~lt t ex t s ~ 1 1 on~ SZ4 '

'" '"t ;;,nua r a t he r than taW l'm i s used as cqu l vnlent to nam-tn!J-ba.

Th o oa se wi th "hi ch tappa n.nd tN1pqt3: sabst1 ttr t e for erich

other i n this pas sage make s it difficu l t to 3,vold t he oone l u­

sian that t hey were virtual synnnyr.1s over mach of t he i r seman-

tic r a nge.
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I ur m ng , t he n , t o que s t Lou s of :t\ca n i n;; , we U i1j ' beg i n

b.y no t i2lJ t hat t ; ~ c pr eva l en c e of appos i t t onn.l cons t r uc t Lons

shown a bo ve 11(1:5 dLr ect r e I evanc e , 'f u.o concr e t e . neu ter

II s f Ive r II cou l d ha r d l ,)' have i n a ppo s I tioc to 1 t

e I t.he r t he abs t r ac t "par t ne r shdp'' 01' t he ;le r s onal " Pi.U' t ne r , "

_.\ i1,CU!li ng such us " par t ne r sm p ~a~1 t~1 11 or, mor e broadly ,

" par t nar s h i p ho ldi ngs 'l i s t hus I CllUi rc(! fo x liA;:n-tab-ba

unci tq.ml i'tu:U (A i . 3, I I, 20) uhcn t hey are

i n appos i t i on to "krt/kagpgru .1t

t..:o s t s t.r ikl~ , howcv c r , is t ho f<le t tllat toy t he same

tokens ;'\t he 'to rd "lapnY, hi the r t o g i ve n o nl y t he me a nf ng

" p ar t n c r ," mu s t a l s o be g i v e n t h e m e,a n i n J " p a r t u e r sb i p

h olt 111gs. " ll.l.ts i s i nd i c~ t cG 0)' 1 t s a npo s I tion t o ~ i n

t ex t s Si l ' S21 ' a nd ':;24 of Hh . ~n7-27S, uy i t s Lnte r cha nge -e

n~ i l 1 ty ~d t il t a paUtum, and by its use as equiva.lent to~

The oxistenco of t his meani n,g is fuxthcr s uppor t ed by

evidenc e fI'O!.' l egal t exts . In t ho 09g1 twpUti tri contra c t s,

t he ph r a ses ll i.\::.ml 'l'A B-~.\ = ana "'" 3 rtt LlPPO ' ~ and jl-na

a r c used a s a.pp,'1..Icut l Jo'" t xce vur Lants , 'lhc s a phru.se s , fu r t he r -

rnor e , occ ur par af LoI to s uch ph..ras~5 as a M u,rrcSutirq, r ~ f or

f' l ov.· in~~ 11 j),n{~ ana tcptl':U z;; "for opc m ng ;" wh f. ch r c f c ;r t o t h e..
mnnnc .r i n whi ch t he fiel d i s to be n-or kc c1 r a t he r t ha n to t he

per sons I rrvo Ived , . .onc n n t.r ans l e t.L on " r o r pa.r t ner shfp hold-

ings l1 i s most su1tabl o.



I n pa.r t ue r s b Lp-doa n contr ac t s , '~hc c l oc r c u t i n :",: t ' LlI(; (;

ca nno t lie cons t rued ns a. co ns t ruc t , no r IAll- ii;\ as 0. gc n i t i ve ,

oocaus o of tho presence of the <: :i i j Dc t i ve ~~ 1JCt'rwcn the);l.

J,~';, ij'''hd~ Ul(st t hen ho i n a ;1;lOs i t ioD li iti. ;':lr- lJa hiJfu' , DJ ifl l'fi l& t

V!'-:S "'111 71 r e co r ds Do I tw;s n i t cc nce r ut ng n pa.r t nor shf p

loa n . ;)no of the c1t1h to: s hni; d i ed , 4"!ld t.ho s on of t Ile 0tllcr

i s a c couut rng for the ca~.l i t a l . Tic makes 'the s tr.teneue that

h i s fa ther d id no t buy f i el d . ~ lO USC, s lr.ve - g i r l , or nl ave

" i t h ] 11 f th ... - " ( , "~ t lC 3 vc r or parse 0 C hilPpu , s~ . ; .

Ll e l s a plu'uoo ca.l l i e r in thfJ tex t :
."

sa i t - t i

wn-rni=n-nlll1 Ph"i . il 1)~2 il=g~/ "ui t h t he s i lver YJhlch

r:~ 1 zeco i vcd f l'on t he )!I!lffil5Ju nn. II 'l'hnf' the refe rence to the

l' ~i lver or purso of the -"011talJ;m i s no t .1 refer ence 1.0 any

pr t va t e pr ope r t y of the de CCef;e (~ pc.r t ne r , ))u t to any I!JO AICy

.:L,dn Id'L-hc",hbar t[kb-lm , which , i n t h e li ;;:ht of 't he forego ing ,

mus t mea n "'t~Jr('e ~ilcl:.e 13 of s i lver , par t.ne r sh f p h o l ti i ng s , 'l

no t II ••• s i l ve r of a par tne r . h



'.i e ,,!.Hpe ,. f o r .

l '-' ;! ~ l I.,;· r t tp e' -' 5 ' )" r t l l " r s ' l l' '1 ·10 ) " ~ l' n , <; " l'",",,_LW .;;:J "" . _~) " ..... , .. l.Ao- "", . ..\ So " " , ... , 1. u. G

-" \ ~U- '·A\ ...r "1 - 1.1 =SUQ~ tt ~.. J.' 8 , &. 'dt~ ! , ,

nIl

I , !, , ' .. lUt.M ~ ' -1 ~ _ - .t l' _ , ~ f '.. '.. .) .~ , I Jt! an .J U . , •

ttl t he same Gn 'tc tior';Y. '';''I w h« (;t:'ll hurd 1,,' be :;c !litivul . :.; i ncc

t h is WO tl1 (~ Leave a. r o I a ti v e o l au ae wi thO ~t t il, j?Q 1r j;ij ll

, . ~4

i pl!1v. no t f o110 } 1 n.~ i HU;llHli u t e l J" 'the "i()1'~1 ~ Iod i f icd . ·)

•••

r't is

t 1m s pr oh•."bl j· hos t to u '1l 1orst::md ; ; :'i.; 8.8 a 'n i t i~ fo r fJJJi;J;.37

aJl(~ t o t r nns l rvt e "co nccrn fng so n ~ u.1 s o rn rch :::11v e r , 'f;hi c h .

In t hu li ~h t of the f vregoing .. t he partner s hip cla us es

i n t he loan co n t raos s the~;, : flcl ve::j a re s t rni;.;htforwn,rd . 'i he

'.rh e

i ncl usion or omis s i on of l.di l u of li t t l o moneu t , s Ln co ~'..Lf'r c

p11.l.' i1F<.: for t ~ 1e slur: lot'.ne(~ , \':'hicll itll'lClnnte l y jucccde s it .

shekels of si lve r for rnr1ner h ip hol(U ngs.·'
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per s un o r t hi n.::; ~':1 : 0 BC

t ub.:u :';;::> f l' o :t ;'lX2 i n t o S f) ' 1S ; l i : l , n P~'l bccoi ic s ~ " sou ' lrj !

v I r t uc o f 'the cont r ac t ;18 h ', t il:} sml 'Lenco j:;il~ nam- Un.m-

n '; i 11'/-'" "'"1' 1' 0 " . ",( (" , II~ . '2 - II'J ' • • t ) J .•,

~" ,. • i r e l Jj ' v i r t ue of t H t: corrt rz.c t •

z oce Ivect ~:. gi ll of s f lvor f ro!'! PI'. } for pn.l· t :-:c n ::h i p ho l f.H ng R, "

t Lc ~ be corae s t a h-lJiJ" "~1t~.r tn()r ddp liold i Jl~ s , " 1.J~ · V i l' t ~ lu ,>f

the corrt za c t ,

» » Gr e tH t or s

f ' f .. ·' To • t " c> I • . , .-, -1 ' 0 l ~ '"'l i/ '""" . · ','1 " 1 or "11 '" '·n...·1 '" C C-'U Sl.:'t.V /} o Th., , ::'1. nf' .ll1·0 ...· \ I ' i . ~. 1.. c • . I I ' , ] • J _ ,,'- ' i t _. t.1 A V . I

'" .... 'l 1 1 L't ~' t ·, ' · (1.1· to r ~._ ' . 3q:" C: ~'ef: P,W . one no r '. t~ .., ... ::: cvc n of
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t he oight oontrac t s involving two creditors are ~ep-S in con­

tracts (cr. Appendi x cj , and the remai ni ng one, YOS V 242 ,

i s publ i shed as coming trom LBrsa. The "additional loantt

USM 7500 has as oredt t or only one of the · . 0 indiYidua l s j~ lven

as creditors on its ant ecedent , HSY: 7510.

The names of the oredt tor s are tntr oduced by JU.. (= .wJ.) .

The postpos i t lve -jA occar s only I n BE 1111 16 ( Ur Ill).

4. Debt or s

}li ne cont rac" . have one debtor . fifteen have two, and

two, DE VII 97 and FM 17, have t hree . Th e nddt 'U onal loan

nSM 7596 and Its antecedent 88M 7510 both I1st (the same) 1wo

debtors .

5. jp-lM=an-i i

The Akkadian equival ent in thi s context Is lQQum~o or

les8 frequent l y IIIliIrgph41 The sense Is clear l y It to 1akc In

possessi on. "

As the mai n verb in the first sentence, and as the only

preter i te , It presumabl y r epresents the act Which the wltness­

os beheld, and which made the contl'ect trrevocable, namel y "he

transf er of money (or goods ) from creditor to debt or .
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6. Terms of Repayment

This seotton shows Q considerabl e degree ot variat i on

(for de tai l s, ct. oolumn headed "TEilM," . p. 49 i nfr a).

In regard to the time of repayment , eigbt and probably n1oo42

ot the looos a.re payabl e on demand--"U4 um-mt -a Ida al-l it-"bA-a I
Um gmmfinum kalPiWl lJriiu, '\ "(on t he day) when the cr edi tor de ­

nnnds 1he silver . u43 Ten are due after tile l apse of a speci­

f ied amount of t t me . ranging from one ~ rour months . Three

arc paya.bl e hon sate compl e '& l on of tbe expedl t i on f1
-

u kB.ska l

silim-ma I 1M ia.l1im i"rrinim." One ( BSM 7601) Ls paya.bl e

t'whon they meet , " "G
4

in~-rna-rut'; one (H:i1! 7519 ) is payabl e

l1 0n demand on sat e compl e t i on of t he expedi t i on" ; and two

( VAS I X 182 and 88M 7509) have no spec i f i cat i on. 'I.'he paired

l oans nSM 7510 and 7596 agree In setting the t erm at one

month.

7. Wi t nes s e s

Tho number ot w1t nes S8S vu:1es from none to seven.

The t abl ot "1th no Wi tnesses , St rnsspur ge r Ke t l s cl1r l t t t e x t e

No. 31 , 1s a ;g-t i S text, and these regular l y lack Witnesses ,

being probabl y from ottici a l rather than pr i vat e context s.

Tb pnm=lab-~ loan-contracts show coDslderabl var i e t y
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in respect to the notation of soaling , t he ~liib (b-ra phrase.

Ot tbe twenty-tive tablets (and t hree envol opes ) , twelve omit

the phrase, "nd three (VAS IX 182, D£ VI I 97, and MAll 16351)

have kiSlb PN phr a se s .

Four (IISM 7509, 7519 env., 7615 em., and lOS VIII 145)..
have tbe torm k18i b 14- i nl m=ma - bi mes (b=rll. Here the singular

verb suggests the translation, "It 18 soa led with the seals or

its 'Wi tnesses;' or pol sl bly une sealed I t w1 th the seals •••• tI

YOS VIII 96 dirfer. only in orthography, bav ing lI ••• lnl m- ma-

i mel Itab- b ••••,

W -a- p i (b-ra,

St r a l . bgr ge r Ke l l s chr l t t t e l t e No . 31. klS1b-

may _an 81 ther "ne sealed it ,,1 th hi s sear ,"

or "It is sea l ed with his seal," or lI Ul s seal 18 i mpressed. tI

The plurals in HSM 7622, however, kiiib 14-kl-inlm-bi-e' tb:
ra=ei, Virtually require the translation "Its witnesses have

i mpr essed (their) lea1s."

nSM 7510 , tablet and envelope, reading ktSlb IO-lnlm­

.,-ni, and n5M 7596, kiii b la-inim-a-nt, omit ~be verb.

The same may or ~ Dot be true of y~s VIII 136, ki§tb IQ:

J.

YOS VIII 172, kiCitb

and UET V 367, klilb 1r4

]m ; HSM 7615, klilb( 1d.;

JUi are badly broken. I1S;.c 7519,

k i iib 14-I n l . ( ? )=ma- b(? ) (kra-aS mast mean tf'rhey have sealed

1 t wi th the soa l or 1ta witness. n

This phr ase In Its va r iety of forms bas not hi t he r t o
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been thor oughl y inves t i ga.ted. I t8 baokground may be s ummar­

ized b.Y saying that witnessing and sealing , or i gi nally distinct

prac t i ces , became olosely connected by tbe old liaby l on1an

pe r i od ; and that the phrases deno t i ng these prac tices were

combi ned In t hi s process. In the followi ng pages, we shal l

ske t ch brief l y t he situations 1n the pre-snrgonlc nnd Sargonl c

per i od , the UrI l I period, and the Old liaby l onl an perlorl as

regar ds wi t ne s s ing , seal i ng , and their notation.

Wi t nes s i ng 18 common in pre-5argonl c documents, with

t" o basi c forms of nota t i on. 'i'he wi 'lnesses could be 11sted at

t he beg i nni ng of the dOClonent (an Akkadi an form), followed by

t he phrase, "Witnesses that such-and-sucb took pl a ce " ; e.g . ,

FM 3:744
I! (PN- l i st) lib'" 1 (PI) ~E PN1 a-na PN2 I-tl-pa/'

U( PN- l l s t )(wer e )wl t neslles that PN1 gave PN2 ono £1. of gr a i n. "

Or the witne s ses could be listed aCter the description of the

transaction (a. Sumerian form? ) , Collowed by the pbrase J.4-ki­

JJl1m (PHS I X 3) h the wi tnes s e s , " l.d-l\l-tnl m- mss-bi (ill!"" 6 )

"Its witnesses , " or ~-kt-tnlm=ma-bi:me (ibid. , 51) or 14:
1n l m- ma- b i / n1 =me (B I N VIII 158> "(These) are its 'Witnesses . I I

These ~tmorlan rmrasos are evident l y ances t or s or t he

old lJabylonian " kJ.§ i b phrase." and mus t therefore be exam! ned

in their setting••

first of all. 14-ip1m=mo and Jd-k&-lp1m:mn appar ent l y

occuz as free var i ant s , witb no d i s t i nct i on tn menning, and
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wi th t he ful l or form bahl';; the more frequent . s t nce precise

grammati cal ~mlys l s of the phrase reqai%cs fu l l or writ i ngs,

it wil l be reserved unt i l the Ur I I I eVidence is introduced.

s econd , the ~ is the copula, wi~h the wi~nes s-l 1 st

as sUbject and ~-ki -lnim ( :ma-l)l) ns predicate--"(lhese j are

the/ i t s witnesses."

'l'hl.rcl , the -JU.- r e f o r s to the t%ansactlon. Thi s Is

cloar f r om llIN VIII 172, whi cb reads in pa r t as follows"

ID dEn-lfl-l«

ltl-n4-nu..
tt Lolila,

was wi tDeS S of the
compl otion of the
transaction. II

"The compl e t i on of t he tra nsa c t i on" woul d haY6 been the

point a t wbloh bargaln1ng oeased. and both parties a.greed to

abi de by the terms as se t , without fur t he r discuss i on. ::)0

urx VIII 158 ,~4"~14 Inlm-bl in-til. "One shal l

not ' r e turn' to the other ; this transac t i on Is completed,"

means in effect "there. aan be (no furthe r a.lterat i on, hence )

no furthe r discussi on of t e rms . ·' ,To t e also ibid. 166. eN-list

14-1nlm:ma-nl:me iii:pe-no-SA lnlm=pi AI - t t l , "( t hes e ) are the

wi t ne s ses bef or e whom tbts transact i on wa.s compl e t ed . ,,45

Thi s may sUf f i ce as a summazy de s cr i pt i on or witness i ng

in the early period . Sea l i ng Is of like antiqui t y . From ~n I



,.. c have jar-s€a11ngf) ;"6 but. in ccnt.ras t to the freqqc ncy in

the Jemclc "t ~{\.sr per tod, the seal illg of document 8 is r ar e . 47

flBther .. tbo prlJnll..ry U8e or seals seems to M.ve been to

gtmr~ the content~ of some conta i ne r against alterat t on. 48 A

Jcey pnB~Q£e in thl~ connectt~n Is Gudca , Cyl. A, Col. VIII.

13.49 In or der to ge t out tnntert n.l s wltb whi ch to bttl1~ a

chnrtot for Nlngl r s\1,~ll-[A-nft kiil b- bi \It-k!k, "he

(Gm' ea.) removed trom ht S Ft or ebouse f t8 sett l . tt Thl R was

Gtlden · s (private? ) storehouse) only be or bis authorized rep­

resent a t i ve could remove tbe seal, R~ then le-seal . once the

n tranl!lactlon lt wa s cmnplete~, t o prevent further 0,1 teratton.

In the VI' III period, .e f i nd both continuity and

change . As to witnessing we find, for exampl e . in de Ge noa! l ­

l ac , Ptebem Pl. XXXIV No. 5539, eN- l ist 14 Inim=ma-b1=me ,

"(These ) are It8 witnes ses." Throughoat the dl-Sl1-1e. text s

published by Fal kens tetn50 She phrase Id-lnlm=me.- \>!.,. occurs

followi ng a list of names, "('I'he se ) a r e tts "t '&ne ses . "

The sea l i ng of goods likewi se continues. Note YO£ IV

70, 11. 2-3: (xl Ie gv IUgal gur -bi k l i lb Ut-nl "ln-,gM Ill-ra"

"so many roya l ggx nt grat n : each £yx 18 impressed wi th t he

seal of trr-nl gi n- g8r" (or, "The s e &!U. Ur-nt gl n- gft.r tmpre~sed

witb a seal 'I ) . Sealed tags a nd bullae are attes t ed , a s Is

the 8eal tr~ of stlver. 51

But tn addition, we now frequent l y find the practice of



seal Lng docw,lOnts and no t i ng the tact of seat t ng 1n the b-or.1~·

of ~le text. Cf . de Ganoal11ac Ur qhem Pl. XL ~o . 55~9 ,

d'; u=an - na "Two tJbe e p••• Lu-dingi l"a rented fJ:' OIn ~aia; sea l of

Ur - suanoa, 1l "iib a seal-illlpressi on r oad i ug Il y, . d j i _ap_np.

dyw", 6ia- zi- zi .1l i?r equen1.1y ",be 1'6cipien t. of t.ile goods im-

p.reSS8ti h i s tiDal . as for uxample in ibid. i'l. ~i,i V No , 5591:

LmU k i 1!x-('Ita- d- p u,_dpa=s1 dtmN UJ=iA6 MY-ile.-ji , 5~ II U.r-
, .

iluu son of Ur-Ja recoived one goat from Ur-Dau, II wi"h a seal

impress i on .read i ng Ur .(!ija-4, dlfwq HI-~-ga53

'thi s phrase IIkiilM Pit mus t w .re ga r ded 8S the other

ancestor of the Old uabyl onlan phrase idiib..JJ-' -ld )-ioiln-
v

ma.-bimeR (Sb-ra) .

Fal ke ns t.e i n ' s text 76 (cf. b. 50) aives the first

iustance of which the presen t wri tel' is aware in which the

grammar of 1;(I-&n1..... is clearly i ndi c a ted. l 'he I'elevallt

bleh, f o l l owing fnlkcn8~c ln, W~ ~

'tra ns l a.t e "uecause 'She wi messes C0l1i~3dlcted tills 'testimony

and decl a.r ed him a ihief .. \, He r e 'tIle entil'e clautie ill in i U6

geni t i ve de pendi ng upon ~, follo~ l ng t he regUlar pattern

QlU .=aJ.:-S~ . If on account of • • It .i.d-lpim=ma.-u~ is t hus the

sUbjeot of the verbs m :k41. and ba=ap-iu-Ie-g (ba. n.lui.es.

a. (a.k.8~)J, and mus t be read u I d.inlm. ak.ene , wi th !JUJu



ini;a-fn-J;a - na-tg. , = i gl In.1u1m. ini lil. A.1.:. an ( 1 ) .0.:.:. t a , {11 t . )

" I'zom t ho rnccs QJ' his ' men or the word ' ,u 1.0. , '1 Def ort} Ill s

".;1messos , n

A ch~lgC i n oornn~n pract i oo had apparently occurred hy

~4 r:r.:
t he ')11 na hy l on i ttn llC r i od . ~ Schor r '):,) g i ve s a convonr en e

!':H lJ~jf.tr i zat i on of the rolos of t he por sona \ '11\0 sp,al t he con-

tracts in his volume. ~o may usc as exampl es tho tlueo bos t -

documentflrl types: loans, leases , und ronu~ls. In tho loans ,

t he debto r on l y seals in cLeven caac s , dobt o r and wtt.ncssea

i n ~relvc casos . witnesses onl y i n sixteen c~~os , and p~

unknown person in one case . 111 leases, the lessee soat s in

f our cas es ; Iossoo ant' \Vltnesaos 1n t hirteen cases, l e s sor

nnel wi tnesscs ill nine caaes , nnel wi t nes se s only in t wenty"

f our ca s e s . In rental s, t he rorrto r onl;r seal s once, rcut or

a nd ui tnossos in nine caaea , tenant nnC. wi tmesuee t1flcc I a

r epr e s cnt nt i vc or the tenant and wi t nesses once, anu witness -

os only eloven tl~s.

Thns in ni nety-sovon out or one htmc1rccl a nd t hirtoen

tns t ances , nltnesflcR Impross t heir s eals; and i n r t f t jr- ono of

t hes e cascs it 16 only the witnesses wbo i mp r e s s thcjr soals.

'this contro.sts sharpl y with Ur III practice , in which seaf s

are normally ros tr l c. te,~ to those of parties to t he transn.cti on .



~ : Or: IO r eclinD t lit'··t t he in r t i Of; t o t h e con t .rao t s h on! (1

non.l tho (1o('mnon t 1":;) S Clv1 (lon t l )' f o l t in 0}d !ln1: 'Yl on ! nH tine s.

cr. V/o _f. \. 1:0 . 1'.)(" k i SllJ nq- t nt: 1:;11112 1J,dtneF. !l,-rn, li ne hC'c1
.,

HO s e o.l , ( no ) 1t wns ~oalccl ,vl n o tho wi t ness cr;' scat n" j nne

1 b1 £1 e ?;o . jOO, k i Sib ny-tuk Id ~i11 J m.-lU~~ !b-lft('n, I' He

had no s ca t , (rm ) 1 t wa s son.lc(~ " I tIl the s en.l of I ml1k-f-1 n

' 1 \ II\ a ' v t ncsF; i •

I n t he course of n le,wsuit, v.·i t nos s c S' conl l1 1>n cn.J Je£1

upon to cor ti r~r t he completion of t he trnnsnc t l on . Df. lJ)id,

?·:o . ~80 , "lt1mes ~l -bl 8", i-nit kfk-nJ.-l:l SQ.-a.t - f i P ) l =ir.- I u ( ; l­

pn. k i -pro· l:i g rn kft- bnblJn,r sff.n 1 sar ~-rltl-a. 'i.)jllG"l r-6p-l,~-&;al
... .

11-.:ld- d I g1 eli - knrn IDeS p=oo. m ·-nJ, J}lnr, l r-fjQ,-h~"'.e:«l Ig-lm-~-x . til

L'JA , " tl They Q,sl:e(1 the wI tncflSCS who wc r e rccorcort on the tabl e t .

they dec l a r or! oo f or e t he jndgcf;, In t he pres ence of Dlnsl r ­

s n.-llcgnl, thr..t r'1 ng l r -~~ -hegal took fifteen shekel s of sf ! vel'- .
£'.5 payment for one ii!:I. (ot l an(l } wi tl> a bo use bul l t on it." ~

~-bU-u
;:'oto a l so 1llj.sJ . ~~o . 95_ " J{~,,:"nAnn.A.~ d-In ni-l1 :=a!::i....O- l q. : 94;
I e- I !1-bl-€t1=lfl?- il-~," "'rhey shall not say, ' r:o (U('1 no t

r oce i ve t he }:11ve r t
; he received it i n t he pr esr.ncc of 1tR

t ah l e t \Those au thent i c ! t j T h['.s lJE':C r. cl1n.llengcd ' S 11. r ac t p,

t r ue recorfl of a completed transact i on . In l~Jd . ~o . 260 ,

'ftttnesSCB a r e ca.lled , -.ho tes t i f y on on:th t ha t they know noth­

ing or t>.n a l l eged contrac t , ana th.c srrppos ed gf vo r s of t llC



'i'he pr~.c t 1 cc of hav ing \titl1e BEC f.;' sCi.:l s on t he do ctr -

recnt lett l.luturo.ll;r to t he conf l c...t Ion of tho !lkiSU , PFlI
phI N;C

" 11 , ) "em! t tie "';1 tllOBS-p rre.sc • . Th is ' YU H nc (';h~!J l 1 cu.l l .}' done , '~i t L-

. 1 .1 1" " 1-.. ' t ' 1 1 .. ' " '1.om; l uc rc~o.ru or g l'W;lI::liU. rnus a ,",X l ll~ s uci, as h u a.!).. '

14-1PitJ=g;j.1.-b~me r; , if it i s to taeun '''..l le Ec 4~Ie the seaf s of

its ' v1 mcs sce'' (to p&.rallcl kiii h n ·; ='1the senl of 1'11 11
) ,

shoul<1 pr opexl y be Jri Si l; I J1- inip-rjlu-l&,,;wr. I 'ur thar , t he

r e t e n tion of t he W. \TLell tl1c verb .fh-rc is ;:uWef: shows ·that

i t 11r,,8 lost 1tt: f or ce a s copuf a., l...as t l J' , t he ser t c s

....
Idsib I t1- 1n1m-na-bl mes fb-r a (HS~1 7509)

..
]

• v # mea
' 1 si lJ-u-n1 ",1'-1'a

~rRBSbgzlel iDl1­
scb+ifttgxte No . 31)

{ y (l ~ : VI I J 127 )

~ se rve '&0 illustrate an uncertai nt y as to whether or 'lO t

t ho verb should agr ee 1n number wi t h the number of persons

sea l i ng (or the number or s ea l s used ) .

We may then sUUWiArlze as to l lows : In pre-Sa r gonlc

and 881gonl 0 times, witnes s i ng 18 common for documents , aDd

sealing for con'tni ner s ; In the Ur 111 per i od , wi t nes 81ng

and sealing are both connon tor documents, but not sealing by



1. Spc c i f i. c i\ t i on of I'Hl' poFC

' '' ' ' '0 COl\ '~ ~ ' n c tLI " ~yo \ ' J.i f \ ' . ' . l l .. , J ,J .. ~ • 1

pose for ""bl cb "the loan is ntBde . In bo'tb cue s this purpose

1ti purclw.se . In the f1rs"t Ins t aJlcc it 1s~ S1~ ex US'h.IN-

~U .li -A , " t or t he puzchaso of .a gold ~1I ; 1u "'be second 1 t i6

~ {;;; iWa} tie ti4Jp,-:iBW-sJN , :,for Wyi ng g r a i n . \l V,'f: shoul u

note t1.180 'tha t 'he pu:r po s e of "rade iff i t:lpl tel" in the l' ka8kc-~1

sillm-ma / i na Sal. iFnrinJmTl "at tbe safe compl e t i on of t b e

8xpad1t10nlt c I auae ( of . I lmJ'A, p. 18). a.nrl tha.t MAn 16351
...

cont a i ns , after iU_W=DQ_SlnlCs , the clauso l-ia =;yp-nIU 1=pg.-

wJ:sii -nu, "tbey shal l Wy and sell. II bim11a r l y , t ho occasional

lliOll'ti ou of IWmplum II pxO.f i 1." i mpl tag l.ha1. l.he loan ",as gi ven for

trade pu~r~8es (cf . i nfrD, p. 77).

In til:/A \j 415 . IIfoJ: buyi ng grain,l' the loan of silver is

to be paid back in gr a i n. ll~ \Ill 97 does no 1; specify 'the l.en-

dar for re~nt.

H~r..~ 7596 corrsaans , ootlt'Ctm the BtlIn loaned and kiJ pgm-
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(,7 ai xt I ~ " r.-•. J.., .... i s 1il :mvi sc

H. f on n l i t~por i.~. t ivo . ';'he c f f c i; t of ~ht~ QZ.J..1!.-c l Gllse migLt be:

'· CH(."" r''>(~ I n ":) \, ,'7 -; <-,1' lJV 11 11 r. + 1'''c l ' 'c''1· rll.' ,,56 +1, , ) " l" ~ "L n '1('~(' 1 -... v "- . l ;t " l:.I • • __ L-' .!. o " ' ,\- ' y 01 -1 - .. ~ , ~J~ ur., ' 1 ( . .~ l;

'~i on t o . n

nn(~ !1f.\yHb h " 1i lee H~;' ! 7~9r; , on ilw t h i r ti e t I l or the ne x t

non t h . liS!: 7:;1(; is for two manB , .nS:·l 7591\ for ten shel.e l s ,

intl i c a t i ng t hnt the ud C! i t i ona l loan r e pr e s en tcd n l'cla t i ve l y

1::1nor fHll1pl euont ,

'{1m other tnlJlote l'CCOl' c1 Lonns ('.,(1(11 t rono.l to pnm-Jin.h-

1m Loans , ..:' OS "Ill 67 r:nJ' l.e conG1(1e rcc1 fir s t. Af t e l' coI>

I n t,l ol\ , we snm:eR 't for the s e co nd line the r eN J1ng :?qt -/~H J:>]JB

t he narco year anc1 l::on t h l wi th the sar.e two crer; i t.or s , t he s ome

<1clJ t o r p lus one o the r , (\...no the S~~ wi t nesaes in tho same

ozoer , a s YOS VII I 67 (~ collation shows PYWr -dA-14k4- in agree­

me n t wi t h ns.: 7~07;. i t i f:' wor thy of note that vcs VI ll (,7 is
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f - , ~~ ', ' ''' r -~Hl -~ 'i -~ I l "\. ... .;..:.J./ . .\ , H ~ > "'---. I

...! fl. t' ',·r l '....!1 r ~ , ,... .',r" .\
_ .~ , _ I : K. ~ l t . •

i '~ "';'\1H C\ Iom : a t stant. l'd i ntcros t ,

i f; prof){\b l ;r une t o sc r Ll q,1 cr ror ,

'.'1 iH c l nus o llr..e been t he EulJjec i; of oons f rte raul e di s -

l i ne s ~7r.-?9:; • . .t c .r1n.lly ac1w.nccs our , ~1 crst.·.n<11 n.:.; .

1n orrtcr , howov e r , t o r..JnJ:c (1.(icC1Hltto usn o f thi s : \i"..~ f; ­

ngf~ , i t i~ nece ssrcr y to t urn fi J:s t t o tho " anc c rlo te.l " Hn.t l :l'f~

Lnm1she r gnr. (J. t . p. XI V) has cnl l c tl n t tent i oH t.o the

H , t I' 1 I ' ,.., 1" 1 t 1- ' tldlO;{( 0 C n n 1 . ," , ~ , - :'1. ~h1 1 o t he t ext of t hes e li nes
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'fLi ~~ t: C "t: : Le f'n r e u r the ~ lr l11c i pl 0 of t1 :"' i jl~: il~: t h o

chru :g c E11 011 t h o c on s t i t ucm t e Lemerrts of n. c Ill.USE" . 59 A lJl?,r -

t i ';\0

h i 11. r-ao, ~11n.cc in 11 . ~1 -23 , und measur-e i n 11. ~t1-i~ ~ .

U~Cll o l uuont i ::: " put t h..rougl l i tH :)(t c c r-:; , " fU1(1 f i nn l l y the p r t1d -

.
"c e r a t c c r s tc r "~m.:.l i tfi:i; ••• 'yi .t·(: C1' (1ilrrnef; ~oD . lt

L.~ con;..Lex 1'1l1'[;'.Fe Ut1.Y he h u i 1 t up e I oc.en t i )~·· e Lemerrt , Cf . 11.

' ~'hQSC t~,:m:J of e xpans i on occur f r e'lufm t l y c1. s~'~hc .i:'e ,

t :-1C fir s t type , f o r e xasepl e , i n 2 , I l l, 3(,-39 " ,to-45 ; ~ , I V

1:3' - 19'. ~~U ' - :: ::;'. ~:: ' - N; ' ; nw'1 the socond 1n 3, j I r , t r-rc anr~
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3, I, 68 and 3. II, 1.

Unde r the ca t egory of Ita! t e r na..Uves ff may be listed

var i ants as to tense (2, II, 51-52, 54-55), numbe r (2, II,

62-63), and person (2, II, 62-63. 64-65, 66-67).

We may note also the Inclus10n of "irreleYBn't" mean­

I ngs tor terms 'that have a speciali zed lega l usage. So i n

lib- I, 134- 137. 1&1 =1:ml and 1.&1 = wang are basi c bOD­

l egal meanings t whi l e U1. = ~-rg 18 the IDOst erequent

lega l meaning, and 1&1 = jt=e-~ Is closely a l l i ed to 1t.

These pr i nc iples of expansion of a given oatline

enabl e us to recover the under l ying tramework of Hh. I, 276­

296. For the sake of brevi ty, we ma,y set down It framework"

and lladdl t l oDS" as tollows , not i ng in each case the appl i c­

abl e principle or ezpans l oDa

275 ~ homonym SU-NtG- TUll- Ll (sur - r u )

276 SU-Nt G- Ttm-!.l (sum-mn)

"'·7 bul1d-up ltta-nam-tab-ba'4 ,

~-DBm-tab-ba-nt~alternatlye278
In number

279 kh-oam- t ab- ba- ne-ne

280 bul1d-up 'tab

281 tab-ba-nl~alternatlve
In Dumber

282 tab-ba- ne- ne

28t; ba-ra-bal~al teruatlve
in tense

284 ba-ra-bal-e
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oo-ab-11
4-114-e

(It II )

ba-ab-g14-g i 4-e-mes (alt. no.)

(a.lterna t l ves
In content)

~~al .erna'tive ba-r a- bal-e-mes
in number .

(ktt de-bi
) 8e nU-bi

alternative - fb-g14-g14clauso
fb-gI4-g14-e (bui l d-up)

l b- g1
4

- g1
4
-e-.e1 (al t . no . )

bB- ab- g14- g14 (alt. tonse)

285

286

~87

288

289

290

291

292

293
y '

294 k i Id-s l l i m-ma- t a- lm

295 It It1-gi - na- t a- am

296 IdJ-bl su-ba-ab-te-g4-&m

Lines 286-293 a r e considered seconda ry rat he r than lines

294-296 beca.ase of 'the i r inclusion ot k h grai n·' in a context
.

othe rwi se concerned only wl'th Jd& "silvor. " They appar ent l y

gi ve an al ternati.e met hod of dealing 1th defaul t, in wblch

i nterest was charged it t he loan was not repaid a t the spec i f i ed

t ime, a provision which would have acted a s an incentive towa r d

prompt payment . compare t he -'ADM etlg clause (cr. CAD IV,

I.X. e\@gu A, I, r. 2'). according to which aD interest-free

loan began to bear interes t if the due dat e passed wi t hoot re­

payment . cr. aspec t 117 VET V 126, in Whi ch a J1t, -SU -bA l!Sl ng

the abstrac't fo rman" Jd&:: instead of the ab tract forman" DDm::.)
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bas acoumul a t ed ftve years' worth of inter••t.

In Rh. 1. 276-296. then. we have as a framework the

followlna clausel "gU. Nt G. TUR . Lt kh-nam- tab- ba-ni tab-ba-nt60

ba-ra-bal kt 14-8111....-ta. a 14-ai-aa-ta-b kh-b1 la-ba-

JL..Jd'lJi pllag 11Igot . " ·'1 f hi- partner bas det&Ul ted OOD­

oornlna his partDer.hip silver. be shall take hi- s11yer

froll tbe able/_oUlld and t.uatwOI''$hy man.·1

This text, then, focus.s atieDtioD eD the mat t er ot

detault, aDd .ak•• it clear that 'the etfeot ot the clause

was to .aka ene partner liable tor the entire debt should

the other(s) detault.

The precis. terce of i.lmum aDd~ e..rle. more

clearly from 'texts wbich deal with attempts to 0011ect.

Two of tbe•• , or IV 6a (=VAB V No. 315) and OT VI )4b

(=VAB V No. 316), are published text.; one, 8SM 7503, 1.

3i ven here tor the ttrst .1...

In CT IV 6&, a debtor proml••• tbat he and his put­

Der will each be respoD8lble tor baJr a due debt, but that

It his partner avo14a reapoaalbl11ty (4:uJ A-hi-,.-kg·lp=-,

="It he doe. not '.ake It clear' to you"). then he will

pay the entire deb'_

In Of VI34b. wbich .eem8 to be a sequel. one debtor

bas beeo a pPl'oacbed aDd bas prOl8i8ed '0 pay his bait It "he
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par t ne r will pe.y his , or to pay the en'llre sum i t the partner

r e t us es. In i h i s tablet , the second debtor I s approached.

Ho claims that his partner should pay t he whole debt pm prom­

i s es to bring him to the creditor. FaSling thlv <ium-mD In

~bt-ra-kum) , he will ~ the entire sum.

usn 7503. a. lawsui t conce r ni ng tbe loans recor ded in

IISH 7519 and 7514, centers in the same problom. It I s thus

of special interes t that nSM 7519 (cnv . ) has the Selmu-klpg

clause.

I n IISM 7503, I mgw-~o.maS and Rie-Ada(] ar e tho debt or s ,

and ~cp-S ln . one or the two original creditors, 18 ~ecklng

po.ytl8n t or the nnpaid bal ance . las-Adnd Is a.bsen t , and IIngur­

~wna8, a.fter paying hal f the balance. "tabes to tnlce an oath,

presuma.bly to be released from rurther 11abi l 1ty. 61 The

j udge s are apparent l y willing to a l l ow this, but gap-S i n ob­

j ec t s. Only when lUe-AdBd .baa returned can Jmgu.r- Samas take

hi s oatlh Oiherw1se , he mast pay bis paJ'tDer' s shar e .

I n all thr e cases , 11 is assumed that a partn r Is

ltable if another par~nel' dernal to, and tbe i ssue Is to de­

termi ne whether 01' DOt "eter nal ttl bas occurred. In each case .

the de bt or claims in effe c t that bis par t ne r has not de f a ul t ed;

and In each case a sort of terminus 1s establ i shed after which.

if the Il ab ent" par t ne r bas not pai d , 'he "pr es ent" par t ner

wll1 pay both shar e s .
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We sU&le s . 1ha't the word8 jalwgm 8M kImIa bear dlreo'U7

upon the point at issue. name l y tile def i ni t i on of default.

"sI11m/lallJllpt" occurs In 'the pb1'&lIe "ka8kal sill. .... / 111&

lalM ~a.rri.nlm.tt tl a ,& the safe completion ot the expedition. tt

It one par tner did not retarD, then, he would not be Dlmmg,

and thi s . as in HSM 7503, would c.tablleb del.olt.~

ina aljktig, "wben Rti-Adad returne," eould have tbe "&nIna
".ben it Is pr oven t ba't Rle-Adad 18 8almgm, h i •••• sate and

able to pay; at whlcb tl_ JlJ\lur-§amai would be released

from liability.

Jn OT JV 6a and OT VI 34b. "'1 j-)lt.,a-ku-'"" and

_::ma 10 4-1I1- r a =ak=lg.p, hif he doea not ' lII8ke It cleal' , to

1'00," would mean "When It Is proven 'tba t be Is not dmua,

.tliine to rulfll hi. oblllat l onh
• wblcb proof would place

tall liability on the remai ni ng paz t ne, .

Tbus the .ttect or the words 'Almym and kimIm In tbe

clause under di scussion Is to detlne default tfby excluslon,1I

jalmpm covering r oqhl y the area or abl 1117 to pay , and d.mIm
t he al'08 or w111tncDeBS to~. The tablets cited show that

1t was up to the creditor to establi sh defaul t before collect­

inc 'the entire Bma from a Bingle part ner ; aDd a.leo that nei­

\her partner could be wholly released trom l1abl1i'&;y until

the entire debt waa discharged.



lot . I!{la g-U¢=£\II

Fi ve of t he l oans co ntain a clause oonce r ni ng the "dag­

gi 4-rl / bcibtum. " The or.currences are a s tollows :

um-mi-a dag-g t l -e. nu-mu- ta- zu-za

um-ml-a dag-g14-a nu-an- t a -zu· zu

um-ml-a· nu-um ba-ab-tam 4-1a 1-«11-e

lit. um-ml-n-nu-om dag-g14-a nu-mu- un- ta- zu-zu

um-mi-a-nu-um bat I )-ab-t&( l)-am 4.,.1 l-1a--.- [ 00]62

um-mJ. -a da.g - g 14-B nu-mu-un- ta-zu· zu

nS M 7507 111

IlSM 761 5z10r.

HSM 7510al or .

HSM 7510:env.

'l{0£ VIII 96
usr V 415 : 11f .

The olause also occur s in At . 3 1 59-60, in t he t orm

gm-mt=f\ dM-g1
4

, DrJV1- zuC::zql. The oontext I s repayment

terms. 3 1 deals with me88ures of time (11. 1-20), s tanda r ds

of mea.sure (II. 21-47) ,~ and de.g-gl~ (11. 48-(0 )

and re:PO\Ylaent phr ases proper (11. 61-68, also 3 11 1-40}.

Landsberger (AI. pp. 143".) has 8U"8st e d t hat l.IQO'Di =:a

migh t be the objeot and dy-.gt
4.::A

the sUbject, meaning "The

district shaJ. l notify t he JlDP1Nmm/' and offer i ng a par a l l e l

to CIt 251. nsu 7510 and YOS VIII 96, whe r o the Akkadian writ­

i ng makes the cases clear , a.rgue strongl y agains t 'this. The

slrn'tax Is clear : 'the dttflcul ty lie s In 'the mea ni ngs of t he

t e r ms.

he long ago as 1913, Schor r sugges t ed for babtum the

meaning "or eenen £chul den,, 63 or "die noch BU8stehendenFo r ­

derungen. 64 This meani ng I s supported b,y At . Ther e both
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dy-gt4.::L\ (1 I 51) a.Dd .I114-:41-la (3 I 48) a r e given the

equivalent bAbSg ; and .l.1.l.4::.&4l. "that which Is in the

street tl65 Is farther equat ed with uiptA "entrus t ed goods "

(3 J 49).66 All these terms have 1.0 do wi th l00ds llOt Sn

the possession of their owner.

A key passage Is 1M 5105):37-39,67 3:Q3 il-SA:at

bl1tlm b!,&b-te brSS. A=pa ma19i-,1-1m lq=gg=py-Sa-,=ku,

"I naalt receipt ot the rest of the tribute, tha bib" or

tho eetat e . " The writer of 1M 51053 Is clea~ly 8waitlna

payment of mont es owed to tbe esw.te. whleb we ..ould cal l

"account s receivable" (= "orfene Scbuldenll
) and "ould con-

sider asse t s .

Thi s "Bs ee t h nature Ie part i ca l arl y clear in CT II 28

(=VAB V" No . 172), & pllOms'gg- t ex t In which the partners-dlvldo "She Silver, She bAbtYm, and the r mal e aDd male 81a~e8

fro. She (trade ) expedition and (the trade ) within the ctty."

Ai . 6 IV 9 pu t e "na
4

kt s i b dag-S14-a-al / aba"kypgk a-ab-Si ­

IK" In a series of lene r i c names tor tablets covering var i ous

common l egal proceedings. Presumabl y tho division of bAbtum
I n ell' II 28 conststed of t he equal shar i ng of fl t a b l e 1.s of

a c c Otm S8 recel.abh... "68

For the meant ., of "zu / tdG (l,miau) , we may firs t

refer t o VET V 212, & field-rental contract. It inclUdes tbe



A~ d-l& t-dl-.-.& Ina 1 IlCU " BAilSlGA 1 (BIN ) ie 1~-e"

"For flood, 8tom, expenses , and field labor he sball not

malee al l own.nces ; he s ba! 1 mea s ur e on~ '-' ba,.I'8I ll4u. of

grain pel' 111m... llere . the intent or itt' woul d be Uacoept

(as an excuse )" or "make allowa nce R tOI',,69 -- nete our use

or "a.cknowl edge" in approsll1tf\tely thi s sell8e.

In VET V 367. t he ela.use .1.:l>l:zrr "pm-~r-rD 1l!J::mg=up­

ja- zg- zu 08,11s t or tbe same mf)p.,n l n t or a, "He shall no'&

a.cknowl edge (make allowances for) losees In trade (?}.,,70

TLB 143:7 hu the olaus e "Ul~' gJ l=t1t:c... }'N3
Ie t -4&-e. tl CAli (ct. opre. n. 69) tJ'l\Dslates "rr PN1 (the

credi t or ) ~oes not recognize (~e payment ? of) PN2• PN
3

(the

guarant or ) w111 repay t be barley." Here, the meaning of

1dn has cl ear connotations of "accept ance".

We may , therefor e , pr opose tor the "<tag- g1 4-a / bAbtum"

clause or tbe nam:SA~-bA contracts tbe translation ht he cred­

itor sbnl l not acknowledge (=accept) tbe account s receivabl e

(of tbe debtor). h That 18 , whe n the time tor payment came,

the debt or coul d not otter tabl ets certifytng moni es owed to

him (kgnllk bObstl'l ) 81 tber as payment or to {'Os t pon.e payment .

5. "1aInam. UibNmD I.lahmn HI i l em lly"
. .

Th i s clause nccurs in VJ 5 IX 18~-) . It bas been dis-

cussed by LandSberge r , 71 Laot ner , 72 and schet l , 73 the l a8t



because of i to occurrence in the LI mn! tv contracts :,rr;p XXI 11

270 , 271, a nd ~7r: . I n ~72 , whore there are t n o dcutor s, t he

cfausc reads fi..:ij-Up-pr - n i l-gi-bq - ni-i m- rn. sho\l:1ng t ha t

t hese '':01'(15 have vCl'ocJ I'orce u.nd have the dcbtcrs a s subj (~c t .

ii'e ~!k"1.Y translate . "Th e crodi tor sIml1 not ' hetu t (the stute­

mcnt ) ' ri.1le;)" have J i vcu it t o me in trus t ' 01' ' 'They hONe lon t

1 t to • I fme .

Th e verb iilUil'4iBy Ls probn.b l y to be taken in much the

S Gl ;1C sense as 'Izu/~. lrn:iWn" in the lQ.b-tum c laus e troated

above , It!l(; sho.l1 not acI:nowlc~c it, he shal l not r.lllJ:e allow­

ances f'o r i t . l~ The I;laml te contr a c t s hav e ul ~~, ,vh!ch

"'1":(;1,,(; 1.) t r a ns l a t os "need OO "t be informed abou t . " This 'Wou l d

mea n that a tablot pr1ua.ri l y concerned wi th the ri :~hts of' t ho

credi tor, and held .~ ~le creditor. uould guarantee the debt ­

01'(8) 'th o righ t to lise the oapi m l in par t i cular ways without

infor ::nlng t he cl' odiiol'. '11b i s does not seem l i kely, and we

prafe r to t ransla t e IIhe altall 1101 recogni ze/ accep t it," 7()

preso'rving the basic sense as in tbe same clauso Wi t h J.ll.

The s~~cr 1an formul a t i on OCOala in PBS VIIl 2 151,

( ny -ab-ba- ba'l), whero the rca.ding .zy j 5 favor ed by the use

of h.m1l and~ in t he Akkadian para llals.

The etfoc t or tbe clauso would thus be simi l ar to t hat



of t he l;iilJtum-clauAo . The crcfli tor l H1S to r e c oIve s t r i c t ca sh

~ • nf,;ne1urn

i"' l ve of tJ10 contracts cont nfn e :'C}111oI t morrt I on of t llO

dispo fl i t i on of the profit. ThoBO pr of l t - cla.u sos . i n chrono­

logi ca l order, nrc as f ol l ows:

Jean
CL.'L"C~ V1 11

YOS VI I I
')6

vas VIII
145

r r t -"

il:1IA I r u 3.1.t..r~ ,'j Kb- HAJUW .l

qm:mt"-' uu-1um' J -1p=po- l g:AL:mA

i-Zg:Cl u )

~::ua ··gm.,., =nu-UID

~ Kb- HAIlDA.U

i=na, a-I..... p-rA-nim

Kb-DABBAR ", ne=me=c1-lu

1-Ll-E-NE

In three mont hs,
they s llal l repay
t he nrmU to r t he
s t i ver ; aml t hey

shal l divide the
profit equa l l y .

~~en the creditor
demP~s it of him,
be shall uoi jh out
t he s l i ve r and its
'!Jr of l t .

At the safe comple­
tion of t he expedi­
tion, t hey SI18.l 1

weigh out the sliver
and i t s protit.
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r..::uu I T Ii I KAH tYil=mi =y,-Hn-SU:ml

~......~ i.·")"'~,,-l U -tk'J, n<'1-;;)C - e l

i-1 p=ga- l u- i2- imA )

I n ori o raorrth t hey

shall r e nay thei r
creditor, and what ­

ove~ profit there I s,
[thoy aha l I oqfJRl l y

dlyl]de.

"ilUJy slw.l l Luy and

sel l; Tholr credi t or
t hey shal l re~,

and they slm l 1 d l ­

vi [ de] ·W.l.e !l l' o f 1t.

It wt l 1 be seen t hat 't ho r e 01'9 wo bo.s i c f orms involved t

If they sMI I po.y back t ho s 11vel' aml 1ts/h1 s prof1 t , tl 7i am1

" t hoy sha.l l r epay 'tho cred i tor and d i v tde the pr of i t (equal'Iy). "

It wtll also be noted that tho oceurr e nces foll ow no ehrono«

logi ca l pat t e rn , so t hat we IlJC\.V lJest assume that the two forll1s

coexi s t ed In time .

I t i s di f f i cul t to tako either form with ahsolute 11ter­

H.11sm. II They s hnl1 t>OV' back the s t 1va r and 1t s Pl of 1ttl can

hrudly mean I I t he en t i r e pr of t t , II since thl s woul d leave no

ga i n t o the deh t or s . "They sha.ll r e p..v th.e ercct1 tOI' a.nd fi1­

v i (le the prott t eqr tly" can hard l y mean that t ho crc<U tor

received DO share tn tho prof i ' , s i nce a , tabl e t guar nrlt ee l ng

t he crel11t or ' s rtgllt e ought not to presc r i be uJat "e r s involvi ng

t ho debt or s alone . ~,Ir~er, ~le t wo clauses ~ould be pr ec i se

oppos i t es of each other, with no other d i f f e rence 1n the



con~r(\ct8 tnvolvet! to 8.econnt tor thi lIP oppos l 'lIon.

Thus It I s mfts t IJ ke l y that both rorms I' co r d the 8ame

tnt.ent. namely that cret'ttor(s) a.n(! debtor (s ) share tbe profit.

The l a.t t e r r o r m, t'th83P shall re~ their e r e"l tors a.nd

divide the pl'otl't equa.lly," occurs a.lso tn tlce plkP"tIm or

tta.ccoun-tlng" te~t9 (cf. sqnEA, p. 4) . 'll le S9 texts apparent l 7

record settlement s of part ne r sh i p loans . \~1 1 e they follow a

singl e goneral outline, they 9how tar grea ter v~r iatlon 1n

deta.ils of form and content tban do the loan contraots. Thus

wh i l e they are tn some ways more Info..... I..,.., they must be

used with Rome e~ltton. They are listed in tn. 17.

Their gener a l fo~m ts .. ro110•• 1

- --3. uppi epj"W i nHl yma

"(1 J PN1 and 1)1' 2 nlado a par t nership. (2 ) In the templ e

of DN. thoy made an acoount i ng, (3) r epai d the i x ozedito r ,

(4) and div1ued 'he profit equal l y . (5 ) Ne1~18X shal l dis­

pute with the oth.~.tt

'Iwo major varian'ts should be noted at ~h. outse t. In

cr II 28 - -.(= VAB V No. 172. rill III 670), IwwiaoftUOU iUU1wga



i f~ orn t t Oll . I 1, '" ~ ',: ~r T J 'r f1 i .: -'J' II , ,"l , i. , . ' .. ,. '. 1 .. _. > _ 1
. ~ " ".' ,. - 1--\ '
~\. ..d _ .... 1. ; ) J, one

t h e o the r ., .~ ...... . ~.....~ . ' ..
P")~ " .'" "lr o c-e ll t '·· "..l .t t. -. .s. ....' : ..~ J .:';J t o · ~

i ll wh i c h t ho pa.rtnor s tlS oc1 t ho i r own capt "ta l . ~ " 1 }e tl 1el' or not

t ll i s i s t h e cas c , t llO te~~t r1C!'lOns t r a.t os t h!l. t tho nilikns i1nn-

I n V;;.....:::· VI ! 1 8 .. oth e r r~ctors mus t h..ave mc:vln its p r o -

vi s f o ns equ f v rvl e n t "to eqtra.l d l vision ; l m t 1t .vas no t f1oenc~

neCCSSiU'J" t o n on t ron e l t 2 or t h e f nctor s or the e qu i Vu.! onue ,

I 'f; i s ev iden t t lu'l.t " r c l n tlvo to the il' f oca l even t t t~ lC

m::p :; G.l1irm of t he nJ.l\i¥\SSl,i!l- t oxt s i s no t a I . Itpar.t nor . :~mmver ,

1 t i s a Ls o cl ea r that -t1iG f oca l OV C H t of t he s e texts i s not

t he r e:'nymont of t ho t D:lDLl l 5. .1\Q11. '1'Il1s ne ed ed 110 docuroon t. '.I.'ho

tlL1l!lia1AUll held a. t al.)let oertifying tho Loan, and upo n repay­

" t 7Smo nt , be g tW C t h i s table"t to t he de b t o r s , who c1estr oyc (1 1 •

'rhus no ment i on Wha t ev e r i s mac1e of the mm mor in which t he

mrV11~num gained 'by the t ransac t ton , whother t hrou,; h a. shure

in t he pr of ! t , or through s t ool,lar (1 interest.

Suppor t fo r the rn rmer a l t ornative ma y be <le r i v ed r r on

t he f act t ha t the n.ctual a ccount ing W2.S made beror e t h o 100.."1

was repah ~ or i nde ed from tho f~t t hat the lJl1VP1M ym i ~ men«

tlonocl a t a l l . We r e tho l oa n s imp l y sul,j oc t to i n t e r e s t, the

s um due to t he cra<U tor waulo be fixed . l.o g i cc.l pr ocedure



nppal:c ll t ly l~ was , tl1~Il he L:iUS i" ho:v e l li:.<1 un 111"'o,rcs t i ll the

a mount of pl'of i 't; made .

'l'llis Game principle i s of use in WKJc l' s talldlng a (.:iff 1-

. cul t text T',hl ch at f irst sight f:lt.:eLiI:> to show i n t c l ' (; s t l:le11~

l y dea l s wi t I l protoco l of l:cpu.yt;.ou t . I t r cecs as foll oYis

( t xUDs crip 't i oJA by l:hclo lf~ r..aut ncl' , Ope c 1 t . , p . Z'n ~

1 MA-~A Kt-nAllDM~ r ]
mu=ml- ta- bi - l l - t i a-1 1m
;;:1 11 110011 ~SwnAi Jli\En1. A

!\-nn I I jr U

~
'-

Q,4vi - ll\l;\ 1t'{- ;ti 1 a-,yi - l lm q-t S/?- Q.r?-:u?

( ytG . ~1I J) n1ls!p'iji-ju- nu 1=.xm-i u
. -

u.m=ml..,.=tm ~tr-UAjlliA.H .u Ull~ ) t1lJwi- s!.l

1-in=pa- l u

it ne::me=el-su-nu

A literal transl a t i on migh t r ead as f o l lows :

1I 0ne ua of Gilver ( J of 'the · de s pa,'tchCry· 8 0



,. ::

O f .'....~..,.<I (,'.t ......r r r o•.·.·l 'to '.' , ")"'1o eJ.,.,<",,<::: G~ ;'Of" .,,!, ~..... 1I.' ... ~ ~., . \I ' .• ~h. Jl . ... ... " •. •=' ,
:;o:n of :; [>.!1fi 'I',.. son r) f C: t hey ~ ~ C1,VG 1t t o t~ ...m 1 1"01' ~~:.]' tw~r-

".::,

naI.:c nn ;\ccotm 1; i ng ; th~y t::t!1a l l r C'!X"l·Y tho ti3nj5nrJu s1 tvor an(~

i t.s i nte res t , arxl t h oy 9!"4"\11 tl1v 1(1c t he i r. llr o f i t cqua ll:]' . "

(1 1 ~~ st 1 ons . r' i r s t , in vi m':" of the f'l.Ct th~t 1 t C100H not follow

t heir rcl r>.t i onsltJ:r to t he m::mUi.pr1 {sgl ;<1

T '.e u l t i nate source of the ~ i lvor , as 1ndi cn f.c<1 l ry ::1

"rr(~::l, It i s "-I~J),'trentl ;y t he ' Ilr 1e s tess , who r.ny thu~ 11C cons rdczed

t he YJ!tJir.ltlltJm. 1'1 nJ1<1 '1.'2 nr o c IonrIy i ntondm1 l;y t I.e nHfr i ~{

- s'"t PJ,W;1. Jn sone fn.s 1J.ioll , t hen, tbe Ri rver 'font from the

p r iest e ss to aOL:1C " pl ur nl tl--the (iespo:t c hc ry"?, or the dc~pntch-

cry~' Nul t he pl' i os t ess - ....\ih.o in t ur n g£wc 1t for par tncr sh f p

curi tn.l to '£1 {\ill] 11'2 .

'I h1 g Inch of t he t ahle t i s conce r ned 'v! t h hn.clq~roulld

i nf o n :ntion. The l"crnajncler ~"rosc r 1Ues f or t he future, a nd 1\

i s m t he p r ov is i ons of line s 7-1~ t hc..t the 1m.6 1(; purpos e of

t.Jc t o.blct lies . !·;fnee l i nes 7-12 pre s cr i be ce r t a i n a c t i ons

i n a ccrtnln orue r , e1tl~r one or r:ro r c of ~lO actions, or

t heir or der, or both , lUtL'!:t have needed c Jq)l J.c 1 t forr-al a t i on .

Dy compt..ar t son wi t h the n1kW sUl.,-t c xts . only the



, • ("' t " , no + { . " 1~ f n f i t
, ., ~ I,. . " ~ , -:0 .., '; .1. .. .t L

who ! ~1l10 tl ~.c l oa n on I't"'1.1'tnen :h i p r e r r-s cnnnot r' r o-

"':10 n.c tU<.:.1 1y :::xu!e it, l i=cowi ~)e a..gn.!nst usua l pr a c t i ce ,

1 r t ho f OXi' leX i s the caso , tnon i t i :ncU cn "tc s th~>.t t he

cha':: ~; L"lb of f n ue r o st wo.:-; Hot n o r : :18. 1 f o r a par tne r s h t p- Lonn,

f 1 If 1 1" .r t h e a ttc l' i s the cus e , -Cwn t ho p .r .tra was s Lmp.Ly a c t ing

f or t;"tO pr ies t e s s ; pos si hly for a r eo , I n e tth er cas e, t he

t nvoLvemerrt or the pr Les tess i n the accorurt I ng incHca'to s a n

i n t er es t i n t he amoun t of pr of 1-, mad e •

.t\ S a t hird pos8 UJi l i t~' , we i~ 5ugl;us t t ha t ·tWf) Loans

cou l d have been i nvo l ved, one , at inter es t , f r ol;J t he pr r os tosa

"t o litho des po,t chery," and one, 0 11 partne r s h i p t e r ms, from "the

de apa.tche r y " t o '1" 1 and 1 2 • '1' 110 tex t wout d t hon Rpocif~' t ho

or der 01' r opayincn t at the t wo Ioans , ,,111011 woul d he h 'l!)or t an t .

I f t lH1 r>r or t t wore (iv1 ded among " t h e <.1 c a pa.t c hc r y , 1t '.r1 and 1'2 '

before II tIle doSpo.t cheryll ro~td ca p 1 tal and inte r e st to the

pr i es t e s s , then I I the despatchel'Y" would pay t he enti . o auJOun t



t lle n ,. t ht; de s pc: tcLery , t ~ 'A.'1 w.~u :J. 2. wou l t: shc,re 111 t he pt~r 1':CU t

01 i utul'L:~,t [..uti \\ou 1<1. wuLe (.; \lt ~Ul p l'o t' i t . t h i l c this c ~:p l ,-'..n-

't i oH , ild.cl:os t docs not seem to ~vc lJccn :;rc..:.1c. t o t he par t .Les

- " i '"; . ana niH? ·t uqp BU

'i.'iU s }ll' ovi:Jioll , 'tllD.t the clolJt shouf d 1Jo paid !l t o t ho

llca.rcr of bis / i t s tablo 't , ll is l1iscuBsed abl y by SCilor r /~l

wno points out t ha."t thO debt losos its per s onal char ac tez and

bOCOIDOS bound to t ho tablot . lie a.lso o bsorve e t ha t t !\is p!."o-

vt s r on fi r s t occw:s ' l ate in tho reion of Uas!ltu:abi , and bo '"

come s more fr equent , ospoc i ulll i n cont .ra c t s wi t h t he palace

a s cLod i tor. under Jl..l.lulidl tnllD. c..nd .\:nmi - suduqa .

'.ie rove no ted above (p. 37,+n. 68), the poss iliil ity

t lln t a Aynuk OObt1m. a t a blet r ecoJ:cHllg an "aicourrs r ecoi v-

able , It coul d be regarded as an asset; W Id tl~c pP:ytym- c l o.uso

for bi dd1Lg t~e use of such t aLl ets for ~)~nollt in spec i f i c



1h.roc COlYi..:r'l.cts ,

to the l rh.m~doH of s i l vor in line 1, linet> 9-12 .1:0(1(1. "Lc 1'(:-

ce Lvccl s i l ve x ; i n the uiOntlJ ~4:A' when tbe WuVUti 't i 8 pour ed

out, he ::thail weigh ou t g r a i n . !' l;o "to a ll;o that in "(;'£'.1.' V 41 ::; ,

l! t \ '" ",It. _ _ V.I.. _ I' II
t h e loan i8 liJ6(]e Nt\.!J \; aYill se owu-oU4\l-d e , fo& bUj·ill~

g xa l u . II 'loose texts 'thm:; suppor t t he aBSUlf\llt l o 11 put fOl'Via r G

above ( p. 1). tl~"\t a. loau of silver was rJade in a i l VOl:, uuu

t hat .r0 IJl\YlUCll", WWi expec t ed 'to iJo i n kirK! unl ess axpl .i. c i "t

pr ov i 3i ou to t ho cont~ary was made .

Oertai n of t ile variat i ons no t ot1 fall into a pPl'o.:d wat.e

pa.t t.arns wlien t he l eans are a.r.ruugcu 111 01: 0 0 1' of si z e .
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tiP ECIAL
TABLET AUOUNT 'l'EliM CR6D. DEll'!'. WI T. CL \.liS.c; ::;

UET V 362 2 g . 4 mo. I 2 5 3
StE t K. 31 3 g . 4 IaCh 1 2 0 8
VAS IX 182 3 1/4 g . - dmu + 1 1 2 5 , 7
IlS:M 7607 5 g. 4 mo. 1 1 2 •
yas VIII 136 5 g. demand 1 2 3 -
Jea.n CLX.\.XVl1 I 10 g . 3 IDO . I 2 3 6

DE VI. 97 10 g . 1 mo. 1 3 2 6
lISM 7596 10 g . 1 mo. I 2 2 2

IlSM 7603 13 g . &1 mo. n 1 3 8
csr v 415 30 g . 4 mo . I 2 5 3, 8
HSM 7622 40 g . demand 1 1 4 -
MAlI 16351 1 m. 3 mo. I 2 4 1, 6
BJ 90 1 m. demand 1 1 3 -
YOS VIII 96 1 m. demand dUTU + 1 1 7 4. 6
YOS VI I I 172 1 m. re"lurn 1 2 6 3
y~S V 242 1 m. demand 2 1 4 -
nsa 7601 1 m. 3g. meet l ng 2 2 5 3
llSM 7509 1 1/3 m. - 2 1 3 -4 2/ 3 g.

TeL X 75 1 1/ 2 m.demand 1 1 4 -
UET V 367 2 m. + return 1 2 5 los ses

goods

115),1 751 0 2 m. 1 mo. 2 2 3 3, 4
FM 17 5 qa + demand 1 3 2 -

5 811a
IlSM 751 9 2 1/3 ••demand, 2 2 6 -

3 g . r e "turn

RS l! 7615 3 m. demand 2 2 3 4
HSM 7507 8 1/2 m.demand 2 2 7 3, 4
YOS VIII 145 20 m. ref,orn dtrl,u + 1 2 6 6



ThO number s in the last column refer to the vari able
clauses just treated, as tollows:

I. Spec i f i ca t i on ot purpose

2. olib pi sgpptig

3. "i al rAu=k8PU"

4. dB&$4-.a

5. tl~ . ' 1•••
6. pi.l.

7. nmnU supptju

8. Payable In gr a i n

Certain correlations may be observed . Except i ons are not

to be wondered at. atnce var iabl es of the debtor's ability and

trustworthiness aDd the soundnes s of his plans, or the finan­

cial condi tion oftbe creditor, doubtless influenced the

creditor in de t erud nl ng the coDdi t l oD8 or the loan.

Wi th this proyi'so, It will be noted that In general ,

the loans for a fixed t e rm are smal l loans, the aver ago - size
\

loans being "on demand ," and the large loans "on demand" or

"on return." now tar tbese latter terms wero pra ct i oal syno-

nyms we do not lmow. We a8same tbat the credi tor could not

"demand" bef or e the compl e t i on of the expedi t i on ; and possibly

the effect or each clause was to allow the oreditor "first

call" on the debt or ' s asBet •

A substantial major i ty of the two·creditor loans are ot
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aver,age or lar ge 81ze. A sabstantial maj or i t y of 'the one­

creditor loans ar e ot average or smal l size. The number of

debtor s shows a light er 'tendency to thi. correla'tlon with

size of loan.

The number of witnesses tends to i ncr ea se with the

s i ze or the loan.82

The tt ialmg=kfigg" and dM-I'4.:A clausos occur mainl y

wjth loans or &'Verage size or a boY8 , 88 does the one spec1-

tlcatlon concerni ng losses.

The pr of i t -sharing claus es follow no pattern.

The singl e occurr ence or ~e It... pjii Swmliu" clause

probably indicates only t bat tbis undated tablet 18 r elative­

ly l a te.

Thus . t he larger t he loan, t he grenter is the ettort

by the credi t or to lower hi8 own risk , either by sharing tbe

risk ·(and hence the gain) wi t h a partner, by Inc r ea s i ng t he

number or wttne S8S, or b,y including special clau8es.



OIlAPTEIt IJ

DUd DQUPU QHABAC1EB or THE UR1NEliSHI P LQAI

I t has been noted Qbcnre (p. 5) that tbe understanding

of the partnersblp-Ioan r8sts on a reconciliation of the dis­

tinct and conflicting concept s of the ~tner.blp-re18tlonsbl p

and the credltor-debtor-relatlonsbl p. Havi ng established and

di scussed ~le standar d form of the paztnershlp-loan contr act,

tts ftxed element s , and tts variabl e element s , we ~ now pro­

ceed to examine ftrst tbe loan aspect and then the partnership

aspec t .

'Im.; LOAN ASPEC'l'

The bas i c 10an-torm (sUPEA. p. 8) Is charac t erized by

$ubor dlnntlng syntax. Creditor gives to debtor, and debt or

acknowl edges obligation. When interes t 18 charged , It Is to

the advantage of t he credt t or and the disadvantage of the

deb'lor .

Since we have Bueges t ed above (p. 3,~n. 13) t hat par t -

norshl p-loaDS may ba'Ye had closer af f i ni t y with giptum than

with bgbgll um or bgbu,••tgm loans , It I s well to exami ne the. ..

53
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workl1ll8 or Ul 8e loan-~ypes IIIOr e close l y . Becau•• 'there Is

wide acreemen~ tba~ '&he IPIIN11uw loan W&8 a loan at a fixed

raw or 1ntel'es",83 W. Deed DO' labor tbis poiD~.

The bgby".tgm loan ie d.scrlbed b,y BII.iV as to110.s.

a "Schuld, bel del' die Zlnsen sa d l' 1m Ver~ral &.uann~en

Schaldsammo bel'eits dazUI• • chlaaen 81Dd.u84 BI1119 then

cit•• tty. exampl es wbJch rac~OI' as principal plus ln~ere8~.

A sl_11ar analysts ot tOl'ty-nlne sums lDYolTed 1n ~he

phpttatllpl loans .-ong the t.ns published by La".S5 pro­

Tides tuller docuaentat l on or thi e descrlp~lon (Fla. II, p.

55). Thl r t y-n1ne or the s... tacior readily. all but foul'

&8 princ i pal plua one-third. Of theee t our, three tact ol' a t

one-tourth and one at thl"8e-1onths. In tW8n1y-foul" ot these

thlrty-nine cases, '&be tacM r ! ... resul ts In a DUJIlber simpler

tban t hat li.ted .0 0 the table• •••• • • OCP X 1 No. 25, 1 &aL

1 lersi •• 4 .. is OM aDI. plas one-third. In each or tbe

other fltteen ca.... lb. tactorlna resa1ts in a number as

simpl... that on the tablet_ ••••• OCP X 1 No.1, tour ~

equals three ~ plus one-~lrd.

Ten StDD8 do DOt taeto. r eadily. Fl•• ot thes. will

factol", but at tUllikel,. l'at.e. such 88 one-sisib, one..i gbth.
/
or ODe baIt. The ....lnlng .ums are even DOra difticult.

No. 17. 2 &Ill. 4 ler.i,. 2 lItD.. and No. 39, 2 &III. 2 Mr.'.
2R4D. mlgbt be in error tor 2~ '3 )&J.i . D 2~. Which

18 two ~ plul one-third; and s i mi l a r errors mllh t be



FIGURE II
A~tLY § UBUTTATUM LOANS

GROUP AS Factoring yield. advantage .

Tex$ No . Li• • ed AIIDUDt (tactore as) hActual" .\mount +Ohal'ge
101' baralga bin l UI' barsiga b4n
o 3 2 1/2 0 0 1/3
o 3 2 1/2 0 0 1/3
o :3 2 1/2 0 0 1/3
o 3:2 1/2 0 0 1/3
1 1 4 1 0 0 1/3
1 1 4 1 0 0 1/3
1 1 4 1 0 0 1/3
1 I 4 1 0 0 1/3
1 1 4 1 0 0 1/3
1 1 4 1 0 0 1/3
1 1 4 . 1 0 0 1/3
1 1 4 1 0 0 1/3
1 1 4 1 0 0 1/3
1 4 2 1 2 0 1/3
2 ) 2 2 0 0 1/3
2 3 2 2 0 0 1/3
2 3 2 2 0 0 1/3
2 3 2 2 0 0 1/3
2 3 2 . 2 0 0 1/3
2 :3 2 2 0 0 1/3
2 3 2 2 0 0 1/3
5 0 2 3 4 0 1/3

10 :3 2 8 0 0 1/3
133 1 4 100 0 0 1/3

GroulP US r aetorine y i eld. neutral r8.ult.
6 0 2 1 0 1 4 1/3

596 0 4 4 0 3 3 1/3
44 2 2 0 1 4 0 1/3

6 :3 I 0 2 2 0 1/3
38 3 1 0 2 2 0 1/3

1 4 0 0 3 0 0 1/3
19 4 0 0 3 0 0 1/3
45 4 0 0 3 0 0 1/3
93 4 0 0 3 0 0 1/3
9 8 0 0 6 0 0 1/3
7 20 0 0 15 0 0 1/3

~roup Os Fact oI' a t other ~ onll', 01' a'& 1/3 with dlndvantace.
~ 0 I 4 . 0 1 2 1/4
20 0 3 5 0 2 4 1/4
18& 0 4 2 2/3 0 0 30%
13 22 2:3 18 0 0 1/4

GI'OGp Da Do DOt t actor.
24b (0-2-2) J 59b (0-2-2) I 38 (0-3-1). 55 (0- 4-3) J 18b (1-2-4) 1
39 (2-2-2)117 (2-4-2)1 29 (5-4-0) ; 50 (9-4-0)15 (33-1-2).
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po.l·ud tor o~ber 8U1D8 . Mor e probably, howeY"r t W. baY"

10 do wl'&h sureharle. or discount. of UDs~at.d amount.

and for on81a'&ed r.uoldl.

In Figure 11. then. Group A co~i.e. twent y- t our

s ums, or 49% ot '&he '&O'tal; Group B el....,n 81' 23%;

Gl"OUP C tour SUUI , or 8% 1 aud Groap D '&en , or 20%_

80% factor a'& po••lble rates J 72% tactOI' as prlDcl~l plus

\\'e 11&7. then. relard \h. !J.uta',SSOS. I08DII as nol'llla11y

lncludlna a u CbaJ'l e hB6 01 one-third In '&he "Still Loaned" and

we ma.y fur'&hel a_pee,& tbat 80.. r.ter ence 10 thi. la'te i.

concealed in tbe d ot d.::.4d:a.
A 81.11ar ...l nat i on or 'the ;R- 111 or Jl1p' . 108118 in

UET Y yield. 1••s deOi81" I ul '&8 _ or th1r '&een aIP'" loans

of grai n , 8iz taotor coDY"nl eot l y .'& one- thi r d , '&hzee factot

les. coo e n1en ,&17 , and IoUI' do no'& t actor at any likely per­

cen'&age (Fla- Ill). ot " 80'*7--UU:. 8 DIp' . l oana ot811Ter,

81s l actor oon....ol••17 a t oll8-tl t Ul, elp" 1••• comenjently,

aDd nine do not lactor a'& any 1ikely percent8&8 (11'1&_ IV).

One 01 ihe.e 8ame, No. 419. _ 7 lDTOlve an 81'1"0r. I t8 4 1/6

dA 7 it. equal s 3 1/2 da pi _ on.-r1lth plus one h .
/

We 1187 tabul a t e theee I.Sul '&8 &8 101 lowe ,



FIGU~~ . III

~IpTmi GRAI N LOA1 :~ (ULT V)

Text r O e Ll sted Amount (fac tor Bas) " Ac tuaf " Amount Charge
g ill' ool's1ga b4n gar ba~ siga b4n

GliO UP A s Foc t or l ng yields advantage.

:;82 0 3 2 1/2 0 0 1/3
372 1 1 4 1 0 0 1/3
376 1 1 4 1 0 0 1/3

unour IH Factor i ng ;yi elds neut ral resul t .

370 1 J 0 1 1 0 1/3
371 2 2 0 1 4 0 1/3
375 <1 a 0 3 0 0 1/3

GHOUl' c : Facto.rl l1g yie l ds d1sadvant3ge , or factor a.t near 1 only.

393 1 C") ·4 8 alia 1 1 3 1/5~

3~9 2 0 0 1 1/2 0 0 1/3
3 3 2 1/2 0 0 2 f) 0 1/4

G~O P D: Do not tactor, or f actor a t tml1kely %only.

~m
2 0 4
1 0 0

373 .,- 0 0 3° 0 ) 1/10;):J
391 47 0 0

5i



F I GU.:, . IV

llJ"PI Wl S I LVEH LO.\ SS (tn:T V)

Text No. Li ted Amount (fac 'tors as) II Ac t ual" Amount Charge
gfn so ma.na gI n ..

na nn. se

GHOUP A s Factoring yie lds adYan e.

31K 0 1/3 12 . 0 1/3 . 0 1/5
308 0 1/2 18 0 1/2 0 1/5
1; 111 0 1/2 18 0 1/2 0 1/5

I

GROUP ilt Faot or l ng yields neutral r esult.

321 0 1/3 0 0 0 50 1/ 5
304 0 1/2 0 0 0 75 1/ 5
313 0 () 0 0 5 0 1/:;

GRO UP' Os i'aotor t near %, or at 1/5 with s11 ht disadvantage.

417 0 1 0 0 5/6 0 1/5
316 0 1 1/6 · 0 0 1 0 1/6
315 0 1 1/4 0 0 1 0 1/4
307 0 2 0 0 1 2/ 3 0 1/:;
301 0 27 0 0 1 2/ 3 0 1/5
416 0 2 1/ 3 0 0 2 " 0 1/6
364 0 3 0 0 .., V2 0 1/5
323 0 10" 0 0 0 1/4

(;HOUP D I Do not tactor, or factor at unlikely %only.

421 0 1/4 12
392 0 1/g "6..
418 0 5/ 6
365 0 1 5/6 0 0 1 2/3 0 1/10
303 0 2 5/6 0 0 2 0 ~/12
419 0 4 1/6 7
299 0 4 1/3 0
~!97 0 11 0 0 10 0 1/10
314 0 12 1/2 10



GHOl7P A GnOUp II GHOUl' G G~WTjP 1)

InWIt 'tatum 1 ~~ 23 ~ S;':f 20;:... i 9:.'

r.ant urn- - gra l n 23% ~3,.1' 23% 31%- ; ..
qIntlpn-s11ve r 13% 13% 35% 39~~

Thus the percent age or loans faow r 1ng ooDY8ni ent l y

(Gr oup...q A and n ) at the cxpeo ted r a t e drors trom sevcnty - :two per­

cent of t he ~lJbyttaturn loans to for1;y-s l x per cont of the qintmn

gr o.1n loans and t\Venty-sl~ percent of t he gIptgm silve r l OaDs,

'l'ho S CYnC process , appl i ed to the thirty known s ums

loaned on partnership terms , ' ylolcts resu! ts decis i ve l y nga.1 rts t

( , 87n.ny s ugge s t ;.on of pl'e-added percen tage clt.arge~ Fig. VJ . - xo

s ums I'actor as principal plus ono- f lfth w1 th a r es ul tjng sum

!!limpicr thnn, or oven as s1mple ea , the sum naflJCd on tbe tab­

let. Seventeen ioans fM t or at a. sligh t di sadvantage, nne.

t hirteen at 3 clear disadvantage . The percentnges are thus as

follo\vs; Group A- -o%; Gr oup H--o,~ . G-r oup C-57%; Group 0- -43%.

Fac t or ing at tweniY-fl ve percen~ yiol ded no simpl i f i ca­

tions . Fac t or i ng a t 'tbjr1ty percent yie l ded three, as foli owsl

nSH 7519 ::.>. 1/3 II- 3 4, - = 1 m- 50 g. pltlS 3/1 0
/

7603 3/10nSM 13 g,- ::: 10 11- !llus

VAS rx 182 3 1/ 4 z... ::: ~ 1/2 £-. plus 3/10,"

Fac t or ing at one- thi r d yields four cases or simpl i f i ­

cation, as follows.



LOA l iS

Text 1' 0 . d ""L1S' t e Amouu t ( t ncw r s as ) I~ctual Amount
mann :;fn [ iana g ! n

Chn.r gc

r..Hor;p A : Factoring yiel ds advantage .

None

GHOl:P B : Fa c tori ng yields neutra.l reoul t.

j:one

( wl ~U I ;P c : Fac t o J: . bat \\'1 th dlsBdvnntage .

UL~" V 362
.tie K. 31
115M 7596
Joan CL,\X XVIll
HE VI197
UI:'l' V 415
err I I 22
nsJ,f 7622*
! ' C \ j ~60 1L..' .·... I

H~ VII 91 ( 9)
HI:; VII 91 (A)

llS~ ! 7509
'fCL x 75
lJi-l v 3G7
nSM 7510
IiSM 7615
YOS VIII 145

o
o
o
o
o

1/2
1/2
2/3

1
1
1

1 1/3
1 1/2

2

3
20

2
3

10
10
10
o
o
o
3
4

14 2/ 3

4 2/3
o
o
o
o
o

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
1

1

1 1/4
1 2/3
1 2/3
2 1/2

16 2/3

1 2/3
2 1/2
8 1/)
8 1/3
S 1/3
~5
2 f)

33 i/3
52 l/~
53 1/3

2 2/9

10 5/9
o
o
o
o
o

1/5
1/5
1/5
I/~
1/5
1/5
1/5
1/5
1/5
1/5
1/5

1/5
1/5
1/5
1/5
1/5
1/5

G-J OUP D ; Fac1iol' only poor l y at 1/5 , or only at un11lcel y ;';.

I

VAS IX 182
yes VI I I 136
;IS:,1 7607
l~~i 7603
nJ 90
MAll 16351
DL 111 1 16
YOS VI I I 172
ros VI I I 96
YOS V 24 2
VAT 806
nSM 7519
HSM 7507

o
o
o
(l

1
1
1

1
1
1
1

2 1/3
8 1/2

3 1/4
5
5

13
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
3
o

o
o
o
o

5/6
5/(.,
5/G
5/6
5/6
:i/6
5/6

1
t

2 1/!2
4 1/6
4 1/6

10
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

50
5

3/10
1/5
1/5
3/10
1/5
1/5
1/5
1/5
1/5
1/5
1/5
3/10
1/5

* If 33 1/3 &La i anal yzed as equa l to 5/27 , thi s sum belongs
In Group D. We have preferred to regar d 2/3 88 equal to 40
£fA, and hence to give it Its pr es ent place .

60



~ ~ ( .~ . 7509 1 1/3 aYJi1 4 2/ 3 ~~ !n = J.~ 3 l/~ g f n 1/3' -/ I ~.· . ! +

BE \' J 1 91 (Ji ) 1 ," , I ,! "/3 ~. :: 0 1tl ~() E..- 1 I"",
~. .... .. / " + ! .)

i:l~ VI 91 (n) 1 m- 4 ~. = 0 m- 48 &. + 1/31

1; ~ .' ~ -r. 7(;22 ~/3 Ia· 0 a.. = 1/ 2 m- 0 c:.. + 1/3

Al l of these loan-types have in r,ommon the obl i gation

of the debt or to repay the capt tal sum. The first e l emen t i n

a normal loan contract rec(lr(1 s t he amount Which was, ac t ua l l y

or tn theory, gi ven over from cr ed i t or to debtor. So the

oom-tab - ba. capt tal is not II par t1'1ershl p capt tal" 1n t he s ense

t l t it Is "pooleA "e £> II n t 8Sla- u resourc D, or commo proper y.

This Is clear from PUS VII1 2 151, which gi ve s the Su­

me r i an equivalent of ummtinSunu IWll Umfi neme l am mt ~ArlS i ZuzzU,

namely sR.,,-nl..&..::&«- r a Sa. urn, !, Jm-dUg- ge -e8=gB X-Y-Ml-liJ. - bi

a-na-ne - ne ur-a.-se-ga.-bi l-oo=o-oe, ttWi t h/aft to t he capf tn I

they slli~ll satisfy the creditor's heart; its (profit'l) t hey

shall divi de equa l l y ." The phrase uPJPlinSuny "illul iima , then ,

doubtless reters ~o the repayment of the capital sum; and ~e

may say tba~ the creditor, ~hlle giVing posses s i on of t his sum,

compl e t e l y retained owner ship of It, ~h18 consti~utlng the loan­

aspec t of the partners hi p loan.

rru, PAHIN f.nSH IP ASPEC'l

'Ihe phrase lill nwp-tab-ba-ie and 1t8 vari ants (Iupra,

p p . 10-16), "tor pa.r~nership holdings," g i ve s a. clear indica-



t t on that the par t ne r sh ip a s pec t . 111:e th" loan aspec t , is

ticc:1 mo r e close ly to "the financial elemen t s of the loan t han

to any personal relationships among 1t8 paztles. The fact

that the specif ication of loan type normally defines tIle man­

ner in wh i ch the creditor made 8. g8.1n on hili inve8tmellt ( by

m4l "Interest" or hubgt ta.\YBl tlpre-added Int8r8!!t") leads us•
,further to expect that the pBr t ne r llh l 'P &sp8c't should have to

do with 'the gain the credi,or anticipated OV8r a nd above his

capital investment .

Heferences to the "kaskal/ ~r'in." tl trade expedl tlon"

(VOS VIII 172, UJ.:;T V 367, HS1t:l 7519 . and YOS VIII 145>, to

proftt or 10s8 (Jean CL.XXXVIII, Sf.; VII 97, res VIII 96,145,

U£'l' V 367. and MAR 16351) ~ and to loten't to purchase ( BE VII 97

8.n<1 U~1' V 415) make it explicit in tbese nine iosta.nces that

the loan was for 'trade.

The f l vo occur r ences of the profit-sharing clause (s upra,

pp, 40-41) a nd the proft t-sharlng clause s In the Ulkka88WJI

texts ( s upra, pp. 42-4~ sbow division of profit to have been

accepted in some 8&8Ure a~ least.

Sec t i on U or the Code ()f llBI1'JIltlr f\ b t adds a note of unt>

vorsall'1y. 1''1 reads aa follows;

ium:ma n:wt-1gm a-pa o=ri-l fm
kaspnm (Kb- BADBAR) a-po 'tanpBm (lAU- BA) la-41-1n
ne =me- 1Bm g bu-tg=ug=ga=a.m
'" .:t••_A -sa Ib-ba-p.u.::w M1!N jlapi

ml-1S-hA- i 1- 1i l-ZY-YI-IU•

(mxc I"ME[~ )4'1i.I ! \



~

"

tI I f a Man e i vos s t 1ver to a iT'.nD as par tnershtp-ho 1d i ngs , ,

what eve r pr of i t or loss occu r s they shall di v i ne equa l ly ho -

f 1 ..ore t 10 god:;; .

Ever y element ~r thi s Is attes t ed in sorne w~ in other

sour ces . The gi v i ng of money for par t ne rship holdiDgs re­

fl ec t s the receiving of money for partner~hl !l hol di ngs In the

l oan contracts. The poss ibility or profit or loss is attested

in 'the mention or prof i t and los. in the contracts. The di­

vi sion before t he gods 18 de s cribed in the pikkAS'um texts,

where t he a ccounti ng takes ~lace in a t emple.

It i s , howeYer, neces sary to a sk h<m tar the provisions

of the Code reflected act ual pr act i ce . Gi'Yen the purpose

"tha t the s t r ong might not a ppres the wea.k" (p r o l ogue , 11.

37-39), we may expec t a tendency to protect the debtor; and

wher e provisions run oounter to the interests of tho debt or ,

we may suspec t that t he Code reprosent s the s t a t us DDQ.

111U8 , in the pre s ent instanoe , it Is most probable

tJla·t the pr ovi s i on for sharing loss, wblcb coul d mean t hat

the croditor migh t receivo l e s9 than he had i nvested, r epre­

sents a n a.ttempt a.t reform , "'hlle t he lItlFUant e6 t bat the

creditor shoul d receive a 9ba r e of the profit Is best regnr ded

as rle s cr 1bi ng normal prac t i ce . ~e may note particularly UET

V 367 ( Stw ra, p. 38>, " he r e there is the explicit pr ovi s ion

t hat the cred l tor shoul d not males alloWlt.noes fo r t r ade Jos ses ,



Lautner, who doc s not see the creditor as regul a,rly

sharing in the pr of i t , does acknowledge profit-sha.ri ng i n

t wo ca ses, CT II 22 and VAS VIII 71.

In the l a t t e r text, S l n-na~ 1 r and tJbar-~amas, both

deceased, seem to bo~e been co-debtors in a partnership loan.

Si n - l q i s arn and his brother, sons of Ubar-~amas , raise claims

nga1 ns ~ Wa r arl- Si n , son of Sin-Baf f r . War ad - Sl n makes the

followi ng statemen t under oathz

~ KtJ- lJAUliJU, Sa i t-ti Ultl-Pli -a,-nim

rnxxx-nA-tt1 a-hi g U-bar -dSftmAB
11-g~-d=ma a - na .,ee.-ar -ra.-nim

11-1 t -ku=:4:ma 4-ka-p,i-iu-4 (cr , AWb n- 463)
~ d~ ' y ' ~i-m-....-ma. V-bAr - ~ama8 a - bu- , g- gu

l =mu-tu-4.::llm nxxx~a=f~.a,-bl

il-li-ky-§:ma ~i-sa-Bm

i-na kl-11- k t - zgm 11,q1-a-am

kl-s a - am Su=a-;U kas panl (Kb-HA.BnAR~~

U ne=me- l l - S1- Su

a-na gm-mi =a-tim XXX -Bfl::V.u

a-bl 19 t1.-te-lr

i - na. geDim (KtJ-BABUAR!!!) U kl-s1- 1m

SA ta°p-pl-ig a-~ ~ geme arad

mxXX-na-sir a-bi 1" l - sa-mu ( l)
~

'" '"I-OR sa ra,;a-ni-su- ma

l u I-Sa-.



went on a tfade expedition

and made ~ profit;

When Ulmr-~o.mas , their (the'plainttCfs') father, died ,

fmr'! s l n- nnf 1r , my fa,t he r , returnecJ, he took the money . (kllurn )
,

f rom the • 'l'hat mone y . s11yer and Its/his profit,

S l n-nn~ l r , my r a t hel', gave back to the mmntij,num.S9 Wi t h the

s i l ver a nd the money of the partnership-holdings, s1n-na.fir,

my f a t her, di d not bay field, ho use, slave-girl, or slave;

he bough t Ttt th what was h i s own."

Whi l e the clrcumstanoe s were extl'aord l na.ry, 1n that the

death of a ~ol}tol' occa s i oned the settl ement, 1t Is unl i ke l y

tha t the death created the righ t of tbe mmnt jingm to the profit.

Had t ho loan been a loan at inter e s t , sura l )' the (lebtor would

simply Jl a.V C had to repay "s ilve r and interest." It re~l ns

uncle a r wha1 right s 1n the proft t ,,,,ere lef t to the deb t o r s.

Ihe rolevant porti ol1 of 01 11 22 rends as follons:

1/2 ma-na lda-babbar .kJ ,-ra-r in=wi 1 )

a-np. i-11 -U~=d~h

a -Me tapnia (TAD- HA ) 1-ai "nu
h 1/3 mn-na-ta-lm
gt -lm-~n-tu-Iy-nq

n-na bh (J!:) dSp.mai E- r l - 1b. dstD
dlt."!lU mer) r -r~-JiUlr=m l l
dumu-tRUnusme lr-ra-ga-ml 1
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l dam-a-nl J,.,., .""

5i.,t-1\t=dsb.
p1=1m=st::iu .."." (JGl) dSee( 1:w=Ri:-.U.l

5/6 .,. ' 7 .ID kta-babbar 1... btl (j)~

•••
We t ransl a t e as fol1ow8t

"one-bal t __ of at1ver, which lrl'a-gaml1 bad gl 'Yen u

pe.r tner 8h l p boldine_ to Er l b-Si n , plus one-thi r d .... ' each',

t belr gatn. Tb sona ot 11'1'&- 11, tbe daQlbtel's ot 11'1'8­

amll, aDd '&he wtt. of Il'l'a-gamtl entered 'lbe templ e or §amai,

and Er t b-st n made his account i ng beto r e g8ll&i J and tbey ae·
- .

knowledged (owing ) tt.......lztbs IIIIIJa snen sheke l s ot 81l vel'

tn the t emple of ! -J •••It

This one lnatanee In Which t be .-tmt ot the pr ot l t Is

indicated I s tmfol'tlDl8tel y DOt ent i r e l y olear. From 'tho last

l ine we may l a t be r '&hat the credi t or (through bis bell'S) made

an actual prot t t ot 90"J bUt tbe anlng ot t he add t tlonal

seven shekels 18 net 8'Yldent. "111 10 It 18 possible that the

ODe-"hil"d ... ttl'S" .ntioned i8 an appro%lmat e sum, t" 18

unlikely, In t bat tbe .enty- even sbekels last added Is much

nearer one-bal t .. thaD one-thi r d . It 18 possible, then ,

t hat tbe seven shekels repJ'8sent "costS" , or a penal t1' for

lat e payment .



! t 1. s of i n tc :r. o ~'f; tha t one ,) f tho D.-1m- t q11-bn. con-

t r n c t s j 1cnt l ()ni :l,~ (~ i s!'O f{ i t l on of tho !1r o fi t i s YO::.; VI I ! 1 "~5 .

'Which 1nelndc ~1 :.1 }j.il4Ri(\tmn loan as we l l . 'lbe t e xt reads as

foll m.fs:

nam-iab - ba

() ma.-na 1&l-bablJa,r tl=a4-ml-1o-twn

su-nisin 2G wa-na ku-l.IaOlJar

1:1 (lutu

U"stn-t s~ue-a-ni
Lizu-ba." bit- {J1l!

~ rl ..A i W i.&l ~ ln- s-me-a-n
Su-lm-nn- t i -mes
1=-jll\ ' Sa - 1tl- amJJA- r a - n l m

kO-babbnr h. ne-me=oI-i!l
l"'l1l.-e - na

Wo tl'aDRlata a s (ollows :

"20 ~, s i l ver , par1il1crsIlip hold ings j G ll1Wl£1, silver,

t Utlruj q t yU1; tota l 26 mr.wm. 811v c .r . From SamaS and s i n- 1 Jmea rml

:·~ubo.bum uno S1n- 1smeaunl rece i ved . \\11on the e JC!>edl 'tion Is

s afe l y ove r , t he silve .r and the pr of 1t ~ey shu l l we i gh Ollt..'l

1'0 a cer t a m exten t .. t t 1s poss t ble to uetol'1l11ne \tha t a.

tAdmigtqm loan wn.s . '1l1e name i tee l ! t s tormally a nomen .K11.­

AJ1i.!L of a pa t t o rn gene rnl Iy r e l aied to 'the D-s te~n . 90 Tbe



.~ ro·

r :-stOt l 4tJD!l!lugwn i r ' Jel l nttc~te(l h i tJ ·.{? r"cnn j ,\~ "to f'o n. f r;-

vo r t il C)
1 g i v t n;; .:tn!"1p,i (:,-::1:: t he ~ 'O r:~ i 111e t;:o:"ni 11;: " (~O i 11g ... I'rvo r , "

frOln tho exi s t e nce of ti\{lmlqtui') loan cont r ac t s , a nd from t he

y\l'ov i Gi o n..c; of Se c t i on l O~ or en. The t ni'r l g t wn rlell t or wno

Rur f e r s n trMe lo~s need r c r tmd the oap1 tal MlOlmt only.

' . 1t llont pennI t y . If he 1 0 SOR the cap1 ta.l through enemy ac>

tion, be 1s roleased from I1nbillty. lly contras t , In tbe

FJtanuard rnerchant--o.gent arrangemen t , t h e age n t uho r ea l i zes

no pr of i t i e t o re~ doabl e the capi tal (Sec. V). Also ac­

cording to the Code, t he DQll-tAh- bD. creditor is to bear his

shaze of My 10S8 thn.t. t~~y occur .

Thus III re~~ct t o trade lossos , the tar1mtotwn del)t o r

s tands be twnen the "hi r ed age rrt " a.nd tbe "J1artner . " In re-

spect to loss by enemy action , he is fully protecto(l.

I.nBtl~', 0. maj or 1ty of extant tnQlI1t,u:t,w!) loan contr a c t s

nrc nc ce s s or y t o largerlonns. ThIs 18 explicitly t he case

in y or; VJJ I I t!:>, a nd a !'>PMont1 y s o in As h. 1911-282 . 92 nSM

761h is cl ea r l y addi t i onal to YO~ VI I I 172.93 Accor di ng to

LeCf!1Nls. 94 BIN I V 1 ~9 , 'I'O I~ 1\' 101, RnCt Jenn 38!) nr c acces sor y

loans j whf! e onlJr ~~np X.XI J 39 is, as far as we can tell, not.

H·e Sugg oRt t hat all t h i s ovidence points to t he status

of one "exe crrt I ng a cornrnl s s1on," t hat 1 t 1s tIlt:"; debtor who
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{' r r a r .re f: fer t i n, t o cc.r ry out c. t r r.nsaot.Ion i n t h e co ur s e of

t he e~·C f t l o r . Fr,causo tbl~ i s a. t ttle creCl f t or' s b eb c s t , it

i f; l ar~cly a t 111s r I sk , '.f hc (1e ht or i s e xpe c ted to r err af r.

f r o i1 ~ t he t.r a nsac t .I on 1f t t appear- s t hat 1 t '\'r i l l resuI t in 1;.l.

Jos s , but If; not liable for Clrettrnfl t ance s- beyoncl 111s control.

Y~S VI I I 145 lnrl1cateE that he mt gIlt expec t to rece i ve a f:lal,re

i n 1.1..0 prof i t .

7h l s c xp l a na.t t on fi ts well ,rl th St n- lsmenrml's dna.I

~olo i n YO~ VIII 1~5, where he 1& co-ered t t o r ~l th ~nmas nn~

c()~ebt()r :1t h 7.. nbabum. i ~ irrse l f a tClPpl e offl cl t'.l t be 1s to

trft(lc a t h lR own discre t i on wi t h t he 20 moil and to ca.rry out

n s pec i f i c crr~ w1th the f; !X~ or re tur n 110 i n t a c t . He

rflfl·Y cxpoc t to f".ruce a. pe r sona.I pr of t 10 t as well a s a. proft 10 for

the templ e , wi th each ~rtlon of the capital .

'nm~ t Ile lms l c <If r rexence betwee n nAm-tab-'ba and .YW.­

r :1q ttWl ter t:':s ti e R in tIle :"1o t t e r of liability, r..r; (! res ts i n the

f act t ho,t t he ini tint l vc f or t he forme r comes trom the debt or

While thn.t for t h e le.ttcr cotaes fro!!l the credf. 'to r .

r.a rrt ne r" f'; a.l ternP.1.ivc to !'r of :l t-shnr l ng as the i nt en t

of t he JlfJ4l-t.\b-hn ?h.ra~e I s t bat the Tlhrns c refers to n par t ­

ne r ship s o l ely i,.l,rnong tu.() de btor s . To :'lee t t he d1 fft cu l ty of

t he one-debtor Loa ne , he e1 tes YOS \' 128 , which r ea c1 s as
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f011.O':- 8 :

10 so gar

t~H-lal !J~.v-l1u-tuk

l : i Hi~l -n l ·\ -p'· ' L'-he
""

rn 'J'a - r t - btl- urn
~

~l tab- ba.-ni mo t.i

s u-'ua-cJ.u- t i

i t~ i lx{r-7..ac-gnr ~e 1-!g-e

"10 gur of bar l ey
iA. f trus·t.' wi lihout i nt e r est,
f ;:'or: r:flJ.nunr.r,!1c

--Tnrlbum
and his par tner s
ecce i VU(t.

He sIm I 1 repn.y 1n tIle month &.

a s that of the }}('1q-t&]:1.::ln Lorms , d . t i ng nJ.~o r rs 32, 1I;..•• •ll

Jmr tncr~11 i p ho ) d1J:l....fis. n tto use s t heno tr.:x:t t~ a s infH en t Ions

that 'there e.re lth'.~den par t ne r s " in those IUll1-tab-bf' lonn con-

tra.c t s whi ch formally have only one debto r .

'~'ho rever s e ml;; h t be argued ,,1 'tIl g r e a t e r force. The

Ttr o::iollce of "it L~~~ ..:t.fm.-:,na.-a-!u" and IIc.-nn tanp~1Il { TAH. UA}B

as di s t 1nc t 1 t erns 1nr'Uca t c s t hat two phenomena are rnvo tvoc ,

A i.l'k).•n and h i s pa r t ne r s coul d borrow money on htJRuttatllm (o r..
hUAUllqm) terms or on par t ne r sh i p terms ; a. partnership loan
v

cout rt be mooe to a single ind i v i dual or 'to So 1J1Wl and 111 s pa r t -

ners .

It appeare tbt\1 the situat i on whi ch Lautner posits 18

t he norm ror eool tannttlm96 oontr e.c 'ts , Her e . in contrast to

the ll?.rq-tf\b=ba. loan contr acts, 'the manner in hich tbe owner
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,.. , ' . .. ~ ' - l I n
( I o! t no : ·,a J C i,. : v t 1 t. ) .

·~'he1;c c i f f c Icnr oR res t 1!4 m It ill t1ffe:renccs be twnc n

a n<1 r errta l {cf. fIG VI lle 51), which sets of diffe r e nc e s a r e

tllcl:u:;olves reIn t erl . t 'e woul(; note that norne.I rleI f.~ rOl1tnl

can be for a f1 xCl] r a t e pe:r. 11m or for a share of 'the yj old

(VA;; '".j' !"'p. 17?-183), ~hi c:h ooes not ~n.ral l e l the norulil.l l oa n;

and also t Imt norno.I r errta l r: ~~eCl~; to 1.nvo1ve s Lng Le tenant s

onl y, wh i l e tp.prQ'tIQ:J rerrtn .l s \\"1 t hout known excepti on involva

' !1l' t he r , t he closH spcclrlcnt l on of t he t en-

an t::; ' (lut ies h a.c:; lt~ p'acc In ncr i cn l t uIe , Vlhl lc i n trarlo ,

wi th its need for o;:1IlOr t un l s :11 , it woul n he a hinc't r r"nne.

Thus rUffo r onc e::; in I'o r ri , cont ent , n.Jl(l hackgl"ound Fng -

p r cc l s o Iy ;1(\.ra1101 .
hOn tho cont rrv ry , t h e erIcl tnml,fltj.m con-

trn c t s dCi ::iOnst r n.t c t lm t it waR possiblp. t.o rep ,,-e s en t a s i tnn.-

tion in which one t Al n stood in lcgnl reJ a t i onshi p to Do g r oTt;)

of ·~r t l1e r ::-; ; n.n(l :1~r- ces 1t unU .1co l y t hn t the cl1~tinct form of

the na..rn-to. l;-l@ l oa n con trnc t e was i ntom1ed to de c-rc r I be such a

r c l i).t i onshin.



:ilo J." l ~ lD.. l l ;r a loa,)}. fol' tra do purposos , i n whi ch t h.e cred i to'£

J:c oeivod a l:JJw.re of "the profit made in 'Ule trading ventu.rv .

'i ll t> one instance iu whicb lle la10\\-" tile WllOI ID " _ involved,

C'j· 11 22 ( SYnlA , p . 66 ), gives the credi tOI' t s share of the

pr o f i t t W ~~l 0 1' ~~ 7 shoko I s on 0.11 111i'H a l iove s "tlne n" of

t,lle k e l s . ii£\.(l the del lt o r bor rowed tho 30 she ke l s as a

hJ.li..u.il h nn loan a t 20,:;. he wou l d pres uIl'.8.h ly have pai d t he...
cr od! tor s ix s heke l s l' l1"ther than 20 or 27 .

Si n c e t he !t~umal uilQ9wisma texts g i v e no fi gu r e s , we

p r o1l.,'1,b l y safn , hOWOVe l" , i ll fo llowi llg "thl s !ndica·t i on to t he

vi s ~. v i s "the loan at s t anl1ar{; i n.e.rest. "; 0 utay fur thl1 r

sup po s u t lwt "thi s hi gh ga in \H...s off l5(,"" 't6 SUint) ext en t hy t h e

coul d not lA.O.v C compese« \11 tIl t he loa n at interust. 'i'h e h1~h

r ate of pr of i t may 1:1 turn have encouraged t.he fee l h tg t hat

t he e xceli to r should ,.;JLlH C 10s 8 when 1 t OCCU I'J:oll .



. .....

1)c t~H_' c n s I zc t:'.nd t.e rms of lON1S out Lfneu abov e ( ;Jt). 48-52 ).

'l'h 18 nego t t o.t :t.on wou}rl then nec8886r11y preoe<1c the

nre;rrlnr, nn of the eorrt rac t , When one look!' clos e l y (l.t our

J:.n01~ 1edge of the wa:r i 11 "'h i e ll n t r mw nc t 10n \H1S ef'f'ec t.e u , he

i f, s t ruck hy t he gPllS. The r e i s, for :' ~o sopo tnl~11 {\ , no pprp.ll e l

to t h o r'..ccoun t of the l.::il r grd n be t woen A1Jxahmn a nd l:pl il o n in

I~ - ' "3 97u·e n e !, l S • • .

Fo l l o\'\'l ng verbal negotiat i o n , then, the llhlfling ag r ee -

ment ,w <l l u be lr'f.1tlc . ':i 'hi s U~: to have taJ:':(,!l1 pli:.cc i f, tlw

p r esenc e of wi t nesaes , .... n t! the pasi t l on of §u- lm - a n- t i in t he

loa n contrs£t makes it proba ble t ha t the hand ing over of t ho

lr!oncy represented the irrev e r s i bility of t h e contrac t ill 0.11

of its terms. Thcae terclS woul n doub t l ess have been spoken

in front of the Wi t nesses, possibly read by tbe scr fbe \\'hos e

t ask ii WRB to record them.

The contra c t pr ol"ttr W8.8 normal ly a table t in an enve ­

lope, wi t b. the "'linesses ' seals i mpressed on the enve l ope .

1his in itse l f ral ~es quest i ons abou t procedur e. We r e the



i, tll il c· t (lIH: t1 :C' c-rv rL oj-e I :i ' C P n~! 1n f i TlCl. l f'o r r: l lc f o r e t.L e Y f t­

t) t· f.: F e ~ t c r t. I t; 2 \'\)' (' ::· ~ : [';I ! ;!l T l.' ~ · · o i!- t r-1<::.J· 1~ : (" ~ f fj cn l 1. t.n

tl'l_'.l ~ f' I '(, J: t (t ' t' h i e a s t l y r·l tercfi J U r e er. e mo s t 1 i k oly t Lnt

t he s c r i l u. -1.00:: ('; ' 1"(' of tJ :(' c"rylng ('.t ll~ l ;pl :iI1L I (",.n r1 (U e" 110t

t i ve t he t.n lile t into 11,e P() !:-;f:~ o s fj i (m of t.l .e crc(11 tor unti l

To j trr [:e fro r-: t h e pl, r ns e "when the: crertt tor rlcmmds , "

i t 'Hl f~ up to t he crcr11 tor to tnt tlfl.te collection procccc'1n; s.

'n lC r:.c t ual a c coun t fng took pl a ce i n a templ e , with t he g N 1

a s v.i tnes ft to the compl e t e decl f\. r a t t on of the nror t t. Th i s

wou ltl hrwe b e r-n nec~ssn:ry , In t h a t onl y tho god .(Hlld have

"-1 t nc5sed t lw tr:-!.(Ung thnt ,..:us done. 'l'he capi t aJ Bum n a.s

b i vc n to t h e c red i t or, a ml t he prof i t oqua l l y cl1vi rlc(t. n-.,~, ~

7503 J t he I n.~sui t over tt .o Ttnpnl c' 1.>.:"\1 ance of a nwn- t g.1!- lm.

Loan , mtlj' r opr cae rrt an Lu s t.anco of trN~ (1 IO ~R, or an Lna t nnce

in whl ch the c r eddtOI" s s l l.c'1.xC of the rtr of 1 t was not l\vp.i l a.b l e

in "ca s h' e.t the time of t ho a c conrrt f ng , Othenrl s e, one

wOlih1 e xpe c t th e crertf t or t o hav e JH'td fir s t c In f. m OIl a.I I cash

or. g oods p r onerrt a t the f\.ccoftnt l tl[~ .



FOQTNQ'l'ES

l Wl l he l m Eller s , hGeaoll scbattsformen 1m altbab,yl on­
lechen Reoht , t, LgAnaagpr lie gh Sn t s s opsghA( Sl t ch e S t ud i e n LXV

(LetpzI6 & Theodor Weicher , 1931)J Emile s El ecbt e r , LA contrat
de SQgl4i1 In Babylon!@, en Crag@, et , n0ml; 'SYdA de droit

compAl' de l'aptiggit' ( Pa risI Librar!e dU llecue i l Strey,
1947) J J ul i us G. Lauiner, "Altbabyl oni scbe Gese l l schaf ts­
verbttl t nlsse," [ " t s gb El ' S Pnpl I\lSsNWftr ••• 1tDp seghszigsten
Ggbgr t s W UbeJr,,tght yon SOhieR! bPbgenpsBe n (We i mar I Hermann
DlJh la.us macht . , 1939 ) , nd III, "Andere antUce necht e and Na.cb ­

l eben des rGml.cbeD Rech ,& s"

20 f • Wm. Lee ns,'1'1lA 01 0 BaQrlgnlAQ Me r chNlt : ni '
nusiness and So c i Al P9s1t 190 (" s t adia at Document a ad J ur a
Orient!8 Ant i qu! pertinentia," Vol. IIIJ Leldeo l E. J . Dr i l l ,
1950) , pp. 1-5.

31'9151-

4n•r•G• Swee t , t n an unpubl ished doctoral di s ser tation
( University of Chicago , rio. 4361, "On Prices , Moneys , and
Money U os In (he Old 8a~loDian per l od,h 1958) , concludes
t~om the scar city or references to slIver In dlvls1on-of-

.pr oper ty documen' . that silver was not common as a form of
stored weal th , or henoe as a tendor tor~nt . He suggests
t hat bar l ey was more COIIIISOD , In the latter fanction pa.rt l cu­
l uly.

Ht s argumen t 18 l ncoDcl as t ve, however, In t hat he does

not demonstra t o from thes e sources t hat baz l ey was a common

75
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f orm of stored wea l th . llefel'ences to barley in divislon-of­
pr oper t y documonts Sf appar ent l y even 1es8 frequent t han
ref er ences to silver. Fr om the fact that ment ions ot sliver
i nvo l ve Wlequsl amounts for Va..riO U8 individuals. 1t -.y be

t~gested t hat division or s i lver WB8 noted explicitly only
When 1t served to equalize otherwise disparate shar os.

We ~ he r e add the following observatioDSS
1. Expl i ci t provi s i on tor payment in sliver and/or grain In
such text s as U~T V 3?O, 391, and 392 indicates some caro 1n
spec i f y ing the actual ~Dder tor payment . Hence 1t may be

besi to take the phrase~ "he shall "e1gb out the

s11ver" at face value. as al so the phrase iia....1.::4&.: "he shal l

measure oat the gratn. "
2. Sec t i ons 49-51 an<) "A ft ot the HMlDllr abi Code imply that a

loan of sliver was to be repai d In 8ilver, but tha'& pr oduce
was accep'table as a SUb8t i t ut e . The impr es s i on Is that sil­
ve r wss in circu l a t i on , but might be bard to come b,y. Sec·
t l ons "Lit _tin" should a.lso be noted, e s pecially tl p" , Which
makes expl lo1 t meot i on of tbe "WfJ l pt" ( o bw pp) tor measuring
s l i ve r and the capacity measur e (8 i i R4Dl for gr a i n.
3. The preval ence ot "round number s" tn '&be mm-tab- bD loans
(cr . lugEA. p. 49) sugges t s the US6 ot sliver. Otherwise we
mus t say t hat grain , tor example, was mea.8tlr ed out in such
frac t i ons &8 woald roeult in an even number or shekels or
mana.

Wi t hou t pre'leD81ou to cer t ainty, then, we deem it
best in the pre8ent studT to assame that a loan of silver was
lIIBde In sl iver, aDd tbat r epayment was expected to be in kiDde

5Emi n Bl i gl y , "Di e wlchtlgs t en Atlsdr tlcke boor Schuldon

und Dar l eben In den Kellschri t t t ext en , ·1 Ankara Unt Y" ' 1Ses&;

Pi l yo Tarih=Cgbatvn fakp1se'& Per Ci • 1 , V/ 4 (1947 ) , pp.
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447f t ; f ul l er Turkish text, pp. 419ft. For notes on t he
legal diffe r ences between the loan- t ype s , cr. supra , PP. 53­
61.

6.aenno Land berge r , Die SOlio OM. ittliu ("Mat e rial l en
zum ';umeJ'l s chen Lexlkon , " B. Landsberger, ed . ~ Vol. I, Uome :

Sarnpt l bus Pont i f i c ! l I ns'lltuti Biblici, 1937).

7I gnace Golb A1 A1&. eds •• Abe Assyr i pn Di c t i Qnary of
the University oC Ch'GQ&o (Chicago : Tho Orlen~l Inst i t ute,
1956- ), Vol. 6 , s.y. ~g 0; p. 7. esp. eabQ1u A, p. 6.

8I bid. , PP. 9-11 ,

90f • tut. A, p. 56.

lOAnt on De lmel, ~gmeri8gh@, Lcllkpn (Home: Scripta
Pontiflci! Institlltl lllbl l c l « V rlag des Pllpstl . 61be1­

ins t i t u t e » , 1925- 1934) , ~o•• 354, 373d • also Wol f ram von
soden , Aklq¥11sQhI' "aJM1w!Jrterbuch (Wiesbaden: Otto HaJ'raS80wi tE,
1959- ), I , V. "auD), p. 433.

IlThls might better be termed "Specification of Loan­

t ype /' s i nce It may speci fy char ge s othor than normal interest

(ct . 4Dtr~1, pp. 55-59)~

12MosoS Schor~, Ulkund@n de, A1SbAby!oplsGheP Zlyil­

god PIPZQltsreghS. , "Vordera s 1a 't18cho llibl l otbek" , Vol . V
(Leipzi gl J.C. Hlnzloh I 1913), p. 65.

13Tbere 18 s oaae evidence 'that the partner shi p loans may

baYO bad parSicularl y cloae artin! '$1' to the qin,\mg-elass. We
may otte her e two i ndications of thisl
1. IISM 7503 (cr. ApeD, .Appendix B), a lawsui t concerning
the unpaid balance or a partne r sh1p loan, describes the giv ing
of tbe l oan wi th 'lbe ",erb giJJJWl nentrust. II s t nce glpS.. is a
de r i vative of tbis verb, It 18 p~obabl tbat we should translate



llMwn in a loan ccnsexe as 11 to : i ve as a £UptlRp-loan. II

2. The giptum- l oanB GAT V 313. 314, and 315 a l l bave the
clause }mslmI st l i m=go l1 " hen the expedition Is safe l y com­
pIe ted. " The same cla use . is common 1n partne r s hi p loans
(cr. i ntra. PrJ. 18,49). It woul d a ppear tha t both sUptmn
and po.r t ner shlp loans were often for purposos of trade; and
may t he r ef ore hove been 5tml1~ in type .

140f • luprA. pp. 10-16 ; and note there especially the

t endency to place tbis element before SU-bo=an-tt in the
late r cont r acts .

15UET V 362 , 367, £115 J YOS V 242; lOS VI I I 96. 136.
145. 172 ; l~L X 75; VAS IX 182; StrAft.byrgol Ke i l s chr i f t ­

'texte 31; Jen.n Somer a t M<kad cLXXXVI I I; DE VI 197; llJ 90
('lA NF I I [ XXXVI), 1925, pp. 94-97); a.nd n l 17
( S zl echte~~ T3~l e ttes jnrtdlqoe8 et 8dmlD1strat l ves •••Pl . VIII);
and MAR 16.;51 (Szlechter, TatiletSes juridiques ••• Pl. XXXVIII).

1 6H~M 7507. 7509, 7;10, 7519. 7596, 7601 , 7603. 7607,
7015, a.nd 7622.

17AB XI 78 (VAB V 171), All XI 79 (VAH V 169, VAS VIII
169) . DE VI l 15 (VAH V 170), CT 11 28 (VAS V 172).

I SvAS VIII 71' ,OT II 22, VAT 806, M. 39. TOL I 233,
PBS 12 10, PH~ VIII 2 103 . DE 1111 16, BE VI2 91, ilI N VII 178•
USAf 7503, 7514, 7555, and 7616.

19A1 • 3 II, 20, and llenno Landsberger , r{ he Se r i e s

~. Table". I-IV. ";\1atel'lal i en zurn swne r l schen
Lexicon, " n. Lands berge r , ed., Vol . V (nome I Pont l f l c lum
Instltatum Ulblioum, 1957), I, ~76-296.

20sectioDS of 1he Uammurabi Co~c Bre he r ein cited
accordi ng to the designations used in G.ll. IIrlve r and John c.
Mi l es , The BabXlgptap Lgws , Vol. I, Legal Commentary; Vol . II,
TrAQaliSelated Text. IIIDllottgn , Phi1p l ogiga l NoSes , Gl ossalY
(Oxford I Clarendon Press , 19602 ) .
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210r• SUPXA, n. 1.

22Er• Ellors , p. 7.

23lly "o\fJler ship" we moan the ultimat e right of dis­
posal ; and by tlposses s l on tl we mean having in hand.

24!l;11cr s , p. 25.
25 I', La utnor , £1- 40 -

263z1echter, pp. 14-15 . This study develops t he In~er­
pretation offered by ZOouard Cuq, Las nouyeaux f r ag men t s du

Q0cl9 de Haww9ura bi sur 10 pras A int'.dt at les soct 41U.. 'I LX­

ira l t s des memol r e s de I'Academic des inscr i p t i ons at bel l e s ­
l ettres, 1t Tome XLI ( Paris: I mpr i lnOl' i e ~atlonale , 1918).

~- '

~'(ln add i t i on to the I08n-eont rac'&s themse l ve s , the

followi ng references are include~ : , OT 11 22,3°. she ke l s ;
~~;tM( 1 ~ :?-..,)

PBS VIl1 2 164, 30 shekel ; VAT ~, oDe mana; liE V12 91 With
loans of one mana 14 2/ 3 shekels and one mana 4 sheke ls ; HSM
75~5 (cf. Appendi x B) Is not incl uded, since it IDIQ' represent
an unpaid balance rathe r than tho tota l sum loaned .

28Tr anscrl bed by Landsberger as kAsAp.

29Not e DE 1111 16, nam-ld-sab-bo-ih , confirming the

personal f or ce or ilb-bA-

30ny contrast , AI. 4 J, 58 Ila- slt. nam-tab - ba / AWU.
'lan=nq-tl" and .'\s.• 6 IV, 6 "na

4
k i e lb ' nam-tab-ba / ( aba.~",nul5)

\an=nu-tt " pres ent unmistakabl e geni t i ves .

31cr • Ai . 3 II, 32-33, SA:IP-bD=gr - Sum, t-Pa Sa-ap·
!PI:ur-se J Ibid., 41-42, ga=SA- Su , , t=na. go-tn-H _ The read­
i ng g-aop (rather t han p.:pq ) sap=pu=t\ of three var i ant text s
or Jlli. 1, 277-279 does not ~clgb heavily agains t this, s i nce....
two of t he texts involved , 524 and 525, apparent l y use t he
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Itatus absolutus ror the status IcgS". e l s owher e . cr. Ull .

2f36, 1m-sap ii-bat - Clu , where the s~nse is clearly II t be si l ver

and Its interest ,'· aYld whe r e al s o vi-bat - eu I s har dl y a
genitive .

32The ser i es 1s 80 cited for convenience ' s sake, tho
proper r eading or ~ in this cont e xt being u.ts as nowd by

l~sberger, ~. p. 9, n. 1. .

33Not e 1n contrast tbe cuerul writing or genitivos 1n
Ai . 3 IJ. l . 38 & igi-l" - i ni m- i ni m=nJ8,"'!Jm - na - t a.

34vAS VI I 95, 99, 12? ; .0£ VII 94, 112; C1 II 3~J
rc r, I 154 ( VAB v 175) ; and F 39. 'r he common reading of 'l'AB-liA

as taprlUJim in this cont ext cannot be maintai ned , there being
no oth e r exampfes of an Akkadian -iUYm a.bstract equivalen t to a

Srmter ian term wl 'tbout an a.bstrac t f or man t such as DiIIil- or 111:.-.
'rhe meaning II par t ne r ship Jl01dingst' for tappWp makes i t un­
nece s s a r y to assume s uoh an eq~ivalence .

35El i hu Gr ant , CgneifQlm DoSumopt. in the Smith College

f.,ibralY, " Bi bl i ca.l and Ki ndr ed s t UtUes ," Vo l . J (Ha verford,

Pennsyl vani a : 1918), No. 264, p. 24.
~ r

·) ~ )cr. Wol t r 8lll von soden , GrUDdl!" dor AklqyU s ch sm

GrAmmftSl k (Home a Pon t l t i clum Instl1u~um Blbltoum. 19~2)J

~ l()<S.
37 . . also, e.g .... res VIII 120:9, 15.

ct. A,lw, s.y, an. Milo , p. 4 t a, D, d, ,,,

38N'ot e Landsberger 's translat i on of MJP-X-Q a.s u i nt o
legal sta t us as Xli ; ~~. 11,43-53.

39c 1'• Htv'kab lIarris , "Old Babyl oni an 'I'ampl e I..oa ns , "

JCB XI V/ 4 (19~O ) , pp. 126f t .

40cr • lIb. I, 138ft.; Ai . :2 11,9-18,31-49; also

Stephen D. S i mmons , II Ea r l y Ol d llabyl on1an 'l'ablo t s from l!a.r llla l

and Elsowbor e , 1l ~ XI I I , (1959), p. 86 .



the column headed
i ncluded, but the

pt Old A'kkiMUan. 1t;'1a.t e r i a l s

3 (Chicago; 'rbe Un i ve1's 11y
Thi s fo r m su~v1ves int o old
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41Ai • 2 I I , 34, 38, and 40. In Casslto documents from
Kippur,~ 18 ze gullUl,Y used. cf. A. I. Ol ay , WCWllents

(10 m the Temple Argbi X,. g£ i i UQUI dat l d in the Metggl gt
9a,si.,,@ jaMS (Phi l ade lphi a ; Depa..r'tlftln t ot Aroheology , Uni ­
vel' s 1 ty of Pennsylvani a , 1906>.

42For detai ls , ot. in"., p. 49.
tl 1'LHM. " YOS VI I I 116 1s ~robably to be

r e l evant lines are badl y broken.

43.( Ai 1 " ~- L I 1'"'9tU • n ., n . f _.,:) , pp. \J •

4,1
11gnace J. ~e l b , Gl os lAl Y

for tho As sy r i an Di otiol1a..Iy ,1l No .
or Chicago Pr e s s , 1957>. p. 256 .
llabylonian ti~os; e.g_, TeL x 38.

45rbe oath , invoking tho sanc t i on or roya l ty nr deity,
served a Blml1ar tunction. ct. PBS IX 4, mu-iuga l - x ( ]g i 4-
g14 lt Dy the nn.ne or (tho i l' ; king [they swore not to r]eturu";
also ll l~ VIII 164,(PN-llst ) 14-k i-lnim:we-bl:ms 19i-n'-DQ-ta
ijn~-luga.l in-pA II (~ese ) are t he wi ~nesses betO),8 wiloso they
swore by (the name or) the king. "

46Leon Legr a i ll. Archai c Sea l - Ipmr ps s l ons," Publ1cattons
or tho Joint Bspedi t i on of the Urlt1sb Museum and the Uni ­
vors i t y Museum, University ot' pennsyl vani a . Ph11ri.delpbla , to
Me s opot a.mi a., ill' 1:;xc Q.Vft.1 i ons , " Vol. I I I (Published tor the

Trusteos ot t he '!'\vo ltuseums by the Ai d ot a Grant from the
Carnegi e corpor a tion ot New York: 1936 >, Plates 21-24; also
1... e ll . Wa t e l i n and s t e phen Langdon, Excaya t i ons at la sh , " The

Her be r t We l d (for the Un i ve rs i t y of Oxford ) and Fi e l d Muse um
of ~atural His tory (Chicago ] £xped i tlon t o Mesopot ami a '"
Vol . I V, "1925"'1930" ( Pa r t s : Pa n l rrtlu t hno r , 1934) , p. 35.
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'471n UI N VIII 155116 and 157113, ki i l b ~-ra-IA makes
bes t seuse if interpre ted u.s referr i l1~ to the s ee l in£,; of
whatever goods are \m~er disput e . The writer ur ge _ that the
8§pgg-~Ii ee t do this s ea1 1n&.

4~cr . MA D ,:; , 1"- 1471 also the references I n An,.- .L.:!.a.
kaniJm and the oesc r lpt l on 1n Legraln, cn. ~lt•• p. 1.

49F'1' u.n~ois ~'hureau-1.'angin, Les exl ind.es Qe aQua4@.
d«cQuverts ]lar Erne't de sAlze c 11"112, "Mu s c!e du Louvre.
D~par tcment des antiqui tt1s orient a l e s . '1'8 X t 0 8 Cun411'ormes."

'{'ome VIII (Pa r t Fl t Pau l Geuthner, 1925), Pl. ~II.

50~dam F'e.lkens'te t n , Allba.ndlgnaen....de t J!!Wr"sch ftD Ako.­

demi e der Wi s s enSi'bAf t ep , Jlhil .-:Ust.-Kl ass a , N. F. 39-40
(1956) ; e.g . , Text s 18, ~6, 29, 52,63,64,72,79. 107, 110,
124, 175b, 17Ga,b, 197. 206b. 2C~b.

51A• Leo oppenbe i m, Gilt",lQgiJ£ of the Quneiform 'l p.121e1s

2l 'be Wilberforpe &8meft Col lection in 1U' New Ygl~ eYb1i c
Libra r y : ia1>l o18 at llw 1'1198 of the }'1111d }jYllA{ft;y 2{ Ur,

lI Ya l e OrIental Serjes / No. 32 ( New Have n : 1948) pp. 158-159.
-":>~Cf. ;'. sohne ree r , ' J~ te l lver tretende Si egel ung der Ver-

tragsurkul1den 1n de.r Ur-Ill Ze 1 t,1t Qris:ant a l i A, N.5. XVI (1947) I

p. 417. for 'the fUDctio na l equival ence of kl'lb PN with .eli
iu-ba.-;1i, esp. nne 2 and 3. l h l s equivalence was noted by

Enge l ber t Huber in 1909, 1n his a r t i el e "Di e altbabv l onl s qhen
Qarlehn§'te x t e ileWi dOl l;Jnpur - ;'MU'l npr 1m K,O kiuseym i n Kpn­

sta.nt1none l , 1I in ASlYr 1Ql ogl s qbe gnd Atch8e91og1 8che ~tyd ton

Ilermann y. Hl 1w e cjl1 ••• gpvldrpe t (Leipzlg: J. c. Hi nrichs ,

19(9), p. 212 .

53sealtngs 1n the Ur III period have been thoroughly
treaterl by £chne i de r in a settes of ~rt1cles in Qlient a1ia N,S I

8S rol1owga V (1936), PP. 109-120 ; VIII (1939), pp. 59-631



~~v (I 94() ) , "tl r, - · 1 "~ ; xvt ( 11).17) , 103-30h , 30 7- :;1 1 , 1! 17-4::! J. ;
XXI (1932), () 7-7~ .

t':" 1 . II ..,1 ~. II 1
J4 No t e t lw :t t ile 4 1S y- .h r ast:: i s not reg u arly in-

cl uded I n t he ex t.an t 11M- tab- l» coutracts wl U l t he rei gn of

ililn-~; l n ; et ; ?l :JlIre 1 , facing j l. 8.

552AL~ ( §lIDi A, n, n i , p p . xliii-xlv.

~(,Cf . CAD Vol . I V, p . 429-430.

t:)7no t h ta.bl e t s are dated on t he same clay. Since IJS~

7:;14 nas made 1-09-(4,1- 1118 o-na iO=ar-IJ\-Bi a-Cll-1kq-j, "When
t h ey went on 'the expedl tion," t t appears that t ho debtors s e t

out i mmediate l y on r eoe i v i ng the money .

58 It. ct , Landsbcr~cr , Sol i da r lmf t tmg von Schu l c1na rn in

den babyl. -assyr i ache n LJrlc.Jooon , " i n ZA 35 ( !i f 1 ), 2:;f f . ;

AI . Pih 120f f . and "th e ro.t"erences t here gi ve n ; al so Laut ne r ,

pp; 58f f . a nd t he ref e r ence s the r e g i ve n. 1'h e clause a l s o

receiv es a tton t i on I n St ephen D. Si mmons , " Ear l y Ol d Ba.by lonian

'l'abl e t s from ~nrmnl a nd El s elihere ,'1 in ~ .\ 11 1/ 3 (l CJ 5f)), 9 .
<:11'
\ .....\ '.

!jC
-"'4'l11s pr oce ll normally center s 1n 'he Sumer i an col-

Ulan. Cf. ~~ , I l, 21 - 22, wnere Sm.cr ia.n synonyuis a r o tra.ns l a ~ed

n1 t h the dU1 00 AldaLdi an wor'l , and 3, I. 1-4, whero the continu­

I iy of t he b l1l<H ng - up i s uvi dun"t in t he ;:, wncr i an but no t in

the Akkad i a n . Jio" eve r , a l ierna"t l ve meani ngs of a. &wucr i an

term co uld a t s o be liste d , e. g. , jib 1 , 87-&'3 , "d~n = wu-t lnn'·.....
II ~:t ~~ ttand datil = M -w-tmp.

GO r!J.·~le i'" .. nd h i h 1
J vnr an ..s In S11' ~21 ' h 2 l: J a S32 ' \l c g ve

nam-tab-~ (-va-ni, - bn=qp-ne ) 1n lines 280- 292 , 1n view or
t he yntax of t he claus e. req uire the IOOBIl l ng .I t h pal'tne rs "

for nwa-tnb-ua. r~ral 1 el s for th~posslble pe r s on n l ( p lurAl )



and v er i f i ed by

w.:u. h!W.lJ.i (Vo l .
v

in this sens e III tl-.e 01. letter 1\:13
VI , p . 110.

meaning of nwn- a.bstracts may be found In ur;T 111 1077. Ie-hi:
nam=a.rad II.ro:tions of the slavos (not 'or s I avenood ") il ; and

Jacobsen, Qyooifprm 'l'exts in the Ai" t 1oMl A.iysown in CopephAgen

(Le1don ; ~.J. lit!ll . 1939) , no. ~. 1=dY8 i i - sa ba jl=4-gal h
pam-uttll1;y-p.g=tIl@ Il l "t i s "the janl 'tors. messenge r s .. pe.l a.ce-offi­
cia-l s . and accoun t ants (who reoe i ve d it )" (1ll1d., p . 72 ) .

Glr: o r mnl l y , breaki ng the tabl e t would sigonl the CPO

of li a.bi l i t y ; her e t h i s cannot hnppen unt i l the ent i r e debt
i s dlschnrgcd .

r;rt
'.•", "eo,d i ng sugges 'ted lJJP 1i1' . Jucobeen,

coLl e.t r on , 7110 cntry of tllcSC 11 no s 11'1 CAL

VI, p . 17) Gloul a be deleted .
r-.-
') VAL! V, p. 240 .

64Ibip ••, p. 22() .

650 f • usr V 428, w=mi=@, s114-x, ng=qn- t a - zu- zu.
1'(.,
\I -lef . J ncOl)Sfm, in ~tucUa Q;r.j, e p t a l i a IpPJ!;n1 PederslW...

Qigata, p . 173, n. (.

67A1brccht C..oetze , j i f;i f t y Old uabylonla.n Letters fror.1

Ha.rrnal , II ~ :YUQl XI V (1 9:;8 ; , Ii. 14.
(/ '
}··';·.cconlillg to L.'U1<'!sbcr;;;c l· { I!Her.lc r! :!.:n~cll zu s a n !'i1c ot o

und Un gno.C I ~; ou1Jt'..lJYl oni sche !;c ch t s - und ver na ; tungs:urk tmdCIl, 1l

Bel . i r ,~, '/ J.. xr V/'1, p . ~?3) , ~\mu Must refer to E-ol:mthll1g
conc r e t e, ll(:a die~ von den ~":u.uf l enten hel (lor Abr e ise

1:11 tgonornmcn hzw. zurftck~~classen 1'iira ••• 'i 'ro the exten t that
t\ lcunuk lji,btim was 0. negotia.bl e asse t tit would mee t thl s

cond i t i on.

09 6cr . GAD, Vo l . VII, p. 23. s . v . tax, 1 b 2 a.
"'0
{ 1wilaety occurs

~7b:1 5; cf. CAD , Vol.
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71~ ~, t" I , lh - 2, n . 3 ; " iioue A\,Ol1tIal~ tc aus J a bj r l on l e n , lI

~ X~ I ~ (1926 ), p . 763.

72~}p. 49-50.

7>v i nc en t Sch e l l , Mias jtU i cU gU0 8 Snslons, S111 'te nO

1'5(; a nO 327); lI ~h!1tI01 res de 1£1. mi s s i on arch~ologlqoe de ~c.l se , "

Tome XXI I I ; ( .Pa r i s I ~rnest I.e r ollH, 1932 ), p . 135.

74F01 thl s and other poss i b l e ea.nln:~8 of 9zjh)JJ@ in t h18

cont ext, »r , GAD, Vol. IV. s.y. CzilJfl , e sn , Y'lP. 419 and 421 .
'! he . iJJ? passageii are l t s t e(! fUlde r meantng Jn., where ror con-

s t s teney ' s saJee VAS I:\. 182-3 should also be en'tel'ed .

75 -Vol . 4, s . y . ez~ bUW , p . 421.
-:1'
t ~ )Cf. k'Ul<1s he rge l' , ~ N1" I, p . 22 , n , 3 . "be vl 11i ge n" ;

~ \X1X, p . 763, "ge l t.en lassen . "

77Th19 , by anal o~y with kU (ill nutS-b! (not m4S-a-nl ) ,
1s most probabl y "its pr o f i t" (c f . a l so r .0S 'd l I 2 151, us

o I t ed S\IDra, p . 61). Pr of 1-t , ho HjVOr , mL;ht be conce1 veo of

as pe r t a i n i ng io the person l'at.be r ihan the capital , 0 tho
pa r a l l e l wi th iniere s t l~Y noi he precise.

--c:
' -cr -. GAD, '§'s.X&-h~ (Vo l . VI , '0- 172); al so lJ S ~ : 7')03..

(f\ n po nd f x a ) ; U. I j-17.

70
Lau t ne r , p. 27, ~. 86 .

801he meaning of thi s term 1s obscur e . and the above
trnn~ln.tlon is r18 0 d for present want of allY better.

81VAll V, p . 72.
~r'l
v, "'Th i s is not the ease In Slm:nons ' texts , ct ; ~

XI I I , p. 88.

S3Bl1g1 ~ , sma. .M1..1&. ( s upr a , 1t. 5), p . 450 .



g .:::llh. w..., n- 4311, n , 56 .
s~
... :Jue )lrY Fredel'iclc Lutz, Lega l and ECQDo mi c. Documents

'lOW Ashjaly, II Unlvar s i t y of Cal i f o r n i a ntblications in Semi t i c

Ph i l o l o gy ," Vol. X/ I (1934).

865 111C6 thl s wus not 'tormeci II m« R/ , i b t UM, II "'e here a.vo i d

the term II inte r e st. II

~7I t " '111 be note d tha t , with 60 shekels per mwlA Bnd

18 0 se ner sheke l , there is a stl'OI1g inherent c1!visll>il lty by

0 , 1.e., as :'; p l us 1/5. 1h i s D1~e s the line between Gr oups

C and D c1 i f f i c l.I l t to. dra.w a t 't i mes. \'I'e uave nere arur tra.:rily

esta.bl i shed a.s a 01'1te r1011 that e.ny result "1110h more 'than
tri p l e s the denominat o r o f the Bum loane d , or tha.t of its last

fracti on , i 8 a s s igned to Gr ou p D. I n a ny ce.se , the mo s t c'le­

cisive faotor in rejecting t h e t oea of pre-added inte r e s t for

rmm:;\ab- ba loans 18 the lac k of lnst8.'1ce s 1n Gr oups A and H.

W re there a, snbstantial n umber , we mi ght be jnst i f ied in

a dulng lmcertal n cuses to it ; but we cannot make up a grot~

solely of such uncertai n c a ROS.

S8
~ 7. 1 e chte r · e sngges t i on (Szlechtcr, p. 15) t ha.t the

e pi tal l.''11 r,h-t be "pool e d resouroee" re"ts upon a mls t r fl·nRlat l on
of unrntiin j ,mu imllWR\, tt they repaid their crecU tor, II as "they

r epaid the ir c8111ml. 1I Gll Sec. (J makes it c l ear that we dea.l
wi t h a cre~1tor-debtor r e l ntlonshlp.

89nca.clln~ 111m for .ilil, ,,1 t h L~,lulsherger , u: ~T I, p . 22 ,

90cr • ~, Se c t i on 56 1.

91c f • l.-·.A. T' , lI T PI) ~"-~-:,,i ' v ... • • l ' '- --c i .J •

('I n

/ ~Cf . Leemc~8, 01p liAbyl onlpn k~r chnnt , p . 2~ . n. 83.
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:' ·)·. h c to. i:llat s llLl v e the H':'l,.;ne c r ed t t or, t he S:lin \3 t wo

d~~1Jto rs , a nd turue ,ri tneases i n COrDll1on. A ten-year cliscrep­

ancy in (la t c s mus t l>a duo t o s c r i bal 01'1'01'.

9~ ~
~ Ql d uabYlonlAn Mer criMPt , n. ~4 .

9~ .
dIlle phrase 1s wr it-wn with the ge ni t i ve in At. 4,
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HSI1 75/0
( tablet)

IISft 7J 10
(envelope)
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HSI1 7(0)



HSI1 7607
(e n v, ) .
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HSI1 70/5
. (tQc/ee)

HSI1 76/5
( env~/oj>e)
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APPENDI X II

TilE USN nXTS IN Tfv\NSLlIEAATI ON ~ND TRANSLATION

mat 7503

TRA NSLI TEIL\TI ON

Obv . Ai.::I.ma 1/2 ma-na 6 1/2 gI n ktt-babbar
4'a MA tapp8m (NAM 'l'AB-DA ) mil-1n=dslD
. JDlm-lUI-dSAmAi t:qf:.ml

uu lOKAlt 1-1i-tk=tIQ

5 dl=po=am ik-iu=dp-4:mA

18 gIn Ig1-4-g41 ba=pa=a1; Ib-ra:t
m1m=cg_dSMM a=pa mSI - 1p. dsh
&i-gd-ul , .........=as ab-rl=e
dA:a:a=pg a=pa nt-Ii i-It-1m

10 IDIm-,gr-dSa=' t-su-py-iu=nq-ma.
rasa -ap=dsta.J-gl d-taS -Q
urn" Iv.".. a=dl Ri - t i · dAdad

qq-n·a-1a-p
,d-pl ·1l=ta -kA

15 3a-a,·d,,,.,, a a-l,-ki

m1m=gjq_dg..i a-ta=M=ma
ab-'t =o=la..1::Ol=pt

.Asl a-M ..
Rev. 18 gtn 13&-4--'1 ~-babbar

20 ~
t g l I - bl - dstb ugu1a~ b
191 ~1 ·1P-dstn dQBU dSamaI-ba-lt-lt

99
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Ig1 dst n-e.-a.-ba-ai ie' Jr- rra; ( )
I gi Ta-r1-ba-t um

25 I gl ds! n-erei4
i gl dst n-a-da-lll
I g1 Pdmu- dA-ba

kl l l b Id-kl-Inlm-ma tb.ra-as
I t u Du6-kfJ 04 25-kam ba-zal '

30 ma-kt 28 l-s l - ln-naKI

ba-an-dabr::
:J

Bnv lope variants

1. 5 dIlf: 1M: 0IDii,4?
11. 6-10 a-D' ba:ma=as l b- r l -g

18 gIn Igl-4-g41 Id'!-babbar

~
a-a ...=at Ib=r 1=e
m1m=ag,.dSpmej D=DQ pi-ii i-Ii-1m
l-M=gd=nq

1. 13
1. 22

1. 23
1. 28

( ]-ka-am

d~amaJ-mu-ba-lt-lt

lr-l'a-x-ka (?)
klJlb 14-kl-1n l m-ma- bl -mc s tb-ra-ai

TRANSLA'1'1ON

As tor 1/2 BIDl 6 1/2 sheke l s ot 81lver, Wblch, for
partne r s h l p-cap l tal . ~.p-Sln gave on gInSmg-t e rms to I mgur­
~amaS s Ten years went- by , and they obtai ned judgment.
a-Eigh t een a nd one-roUl' t h shekels, hal f the (amount on t he)
s ea l e d documen t , Imgw:-Samai weighed out to gep-Sl n. -a
For the (othe r) hal f of tbe (8IDDuot on She) sesl ed documen '& ,
bathe judi s adm1 '&ted JmgtU'~amaI to an oath ot a gOd, - b
but gep-s l n did no t bave him-Retu . Thus he (spoke) I tlUnt tl

Ul s - Adad youz partner (11'&. "brotherf1
) come back, 1 wi l l no t
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have )"Ou swear . tI When Rls-Adad co • back, Imgur-Seuna '" will
swear , and wl 11 break his seal ed document . It be .111 -no~

swear , eight ee n and one-fourt h shekels ot slive r be shal l
weigh out.

Bet or e lbbt-Sl n , chler of the merchant s , before Sep·
Si n , son of Samal-~bal 1 1 t , before Sln-al -aba.8 , brothe r of
Irra~, befor e Tarlbatum, befor e Si n-er l l , before s t n-adal lal ,
before Puzur - Aba.

'l1ley have impr essed the seal of tbe ,,1 t ness (em.
Itwi t nes ses).

The mont h~, the twen t y-f i fth day . t he year
t v nty-elght (af ter ) 181n was taken .

Va r i ants
a -o. em. tl Fol' hal f 'the (amount on the) sealed <locu­

meni , be had 18 1/4 shekels of 81lver weighed
out io him. "

b- b env. It They had adm:l. t t ed Imgur- Samal to an 0 3 th
of a. gOd."
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US1! 7507

THANSLJTERATI ON

ObY. 8 1/2 -na k?J-babbar
k1i DBm-t&b ';'bt\

kl d~-tn-be-el-ap.:.l lm
tt ~8-ep-dstn '

:> mU- blU- dSamd d Q Ib-nl-t-a

U Ib-na- t um dumu dsfn-eres4
sU- ba-an-tl I .
"4 mn-ml tro al-lil- bt!-a
Id-sSl lm-ma r. 14 - l-na- t a

10 kla 1-1«-e
He. . um-ml -a dag-gl (l)-e.

nu-ma- ta-za-zu
inti lupJ.-bl I n-pM-d ls -es
191 dst n-d- sf-ll

15 dumu Da-da-a

tnt - l f - S-dl n-nam duma Dun-dst n
IDpdzur -dA- ba

dlaU dsfn-er es4
!i\'a-qu-a- bu-iu dumu ds t'n- l-dln- nam

20 ml -dl n- ds t n dub-sa r
Stu S184-a
mu kl 11 !- rsr -lnKI

ba-an b
5

THANSLATION
8 1/2~ allv r , s11 r (whi ch Is) par tnership capt ­

t 1, from Sl n- be l -apl l m and gep-Sl n Ube.l' g s and I bn1-

recelved . On tho day when the crorll tor demands, from "he sound
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and t r us w or t by II8D tile silver shal l be we ighed out. The

crcdl~or shall not acknowl edge accounts receivable from tbem.
'l'hey nor e by the name of the king.

Betore Sl n-usl 111 _ son of Doda, Il1-1ddlnam son or
Bun-Sin, Puzur -Aba son or s l n-er t i , Waqa.l" -&'bus u 80n of Sl n­

l (Wl nnam, Iddl n- Sl n the scribe.

The mont h U&4'::&b- the yea r eleven (after) 181n was
taken.

1. 10 The -,a In line 9 (wi tbout preceding k l (I)
excl udes an act i ve construct ion , and makes 1t
neoess&.y to anal yze 1-14-0 as i.la.e (d ),
pass i ve .
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, liAJ.iS LI Tk;RA'I'1 01\

Obv. 1 1/3 ma-na 4 2/3 gIn k ?a- bnbbnr

nnm-i ab-ba-!Th
kl Se-ep-dsfn
[ll] dst n-d-sl-11

5 m dJr- r a-ba- nl
su-ba-an- t t

Rov. 19 1 Ta-~l -ba.-ttlm

1 al Na- bl _d~ B
i gl l-qf-ium

10 klilb 14-1nlm~-bt-me1 fb-r
I tu A1>- • -a. u4 3-k:am
mu lei 17 ! -st-lnKI

ba""'Bll-d6b5

'l'HANSJ..,\TI ON

1 1/3 4 2/3 s b ke l s of sliver, for partnershlp-
capital, f r om ~ep-stD and Sl n-u 1111 l~ra-banl r ece i ved.

Before Tarlbat_, bef or e Nabl-SamaS , before Iql sum.
The mon'Ul AlJ::l::a, Ute tbird day, ~he year 17 (a f t er)

I81n was taken .
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l r~!lt 7510

T;tA~ 'S I,1 'I'BRAT! ON

Obv.

5

2 ma.-na kh-babbar

ktr .....tab-ba-i~

kl ~1-1P_dstn .

Udstn-~-s f-el-ll
J :A -1a-d- tnn
a dtr-r~-mu-ia-l lm
sU-ba-an-tl-mes

(8m . OlD. il>

10

Uev .

15

TUANSLA1'1ON

1 t u-da 114 30-kan1
1m1-14-o-mes (eM. adds !d)liJl'-->

(em. om. Bl
wp=aai :::p::pg-tpp ba=Bb-Swp ( env• om. bA=ab-ty )

~-la ,a.-,U=e (me~ (em, dag-a14
-a Du-mu-an-ta-zo-za)

I g1 L4-d lia.-na .

1 1 dstn-a-da - l lJ
191 Ld-duar-t u
klilb Id-lnlm-ma-a-nl
1'u G~-81- « u4 21-1GWm ba- za l
mu kl 17 2-s1-1n-naKI

ba-an-dab
S

2 mana or 511••1', _llv r for paztner8hlp capital, from
Sep-51n and 51n-usl l l t Ala. and lrra~~sal11m r eceived. In
(one) naon1h (1) the t hir t i e th day, they ' shall wei gh OtiS the
silver (env. lI'the sound .bal l 19b out tbe 811.,er ll ) .

The cr edi tor shall not acknow18 e accounts rece ivabl e from
t he •

Befor e Lu , bef or e Sjn-ed 11al , before Lu~arSu.

th 88al ot hi s wltnee •
the mon th ldl4, t-.,. the twent y- f i r e t day, ihe year

sevent en (atter) 181n WBS t aken.



HS1f 7511

'1'1 ssLJ 'f l:JlA1"I ON

Obv.

( 1'I) )

(eav. S i -l l -~A-nlm-ma)

(onv. add rdzur ·dSnmai )
t gl 11m-pl'-st n (JlI NGl l{- KA . dJ;;N. ZU) (but et ; BIN VII' p, 5)

k l i l b Id-kl - l nlm-ma-bl-mei (env . klst b-a-nl Ill-la -as)
tb-ra-aJ

1t o flU6~ Q4 9-lmm
mu kl 30 t ..l -in-m.

bB-an-dabs

a-Ill t-tu-m=wn-ma
ba- 1u di-oi ~ a:wa-s t m

10 ..-na kta-babbBr 1-14-e
inti ~&mJa d Ut"

tJ dnl~lm-dsrn

1ugc.l 1n- ph.c1
1"'1 I-bt-dsfn ugul a -dam-g
19l ~l-tp-ds!'n dumU d~-ba J -l 1 -1 i
i gl Ap-lu:n c1umu I -b1 -d~AKAN

1 ]1 Ta-rl-ba-tt~ (cnv. In- r t - ba( l? )- t
19)t dAdad .-11- 1,
19)t Im-Iu-d-a ( m. I gur- ! ('I) -a. )

dUIIQ dl _ · um-a-bl

19 1 § 1 -l i -dNJN-n-nl~

tev. 10

I ~

TH'\~ S lAT I O~

Sln-os l l 11 III 0 to clt,y banutB. If on t be t h i r -
~

'tle Sh day (tb l r t t th [of t h ] mon t h ? ) be bas no't c ome baek ,

t hen 1thout 1 ul t or d i scus ton (ltt. "1fo r d") he sba11 po.y



1 , .,_ I

'te n IIW.Wl of s i l ver . He SUOIe by the names of :r-:a rma , ~amaS ,

a nd Him-S i n t he ki ng .
Be r OI O I bbi - Sl n , chi e f of merchant s , bef or e sep-~ln

son or ~ama.s-nnbo.l 1 i t t befo~e Api um son or Ibbl .
dSAKAA• [ be )f ore

Tarlbatt~ , [ bc )f o r c Ada~-na§ l l , (be]fore Imgua SOD of Isum-abl,
before i l 111-Animma., bef o r e Ilum-pi-Sin (env. adds " before

ruzur-~a.ma.S) .

The sea l s of its witnesses (en. "'the seal they have
i mpressod.")

l.'be mon t h J31r,:Jdt, the nln'&b day , the yea.r thirty (arter)

l s 1n was 'taken.

Not e : £I n-us1111 hor e Ilpos t s bono lJ beoause or some obliga­
tion . P r ha.ps 'thi s has to do with HSM 7555, dated
twenty-one dayR Int er , r e co r di ng a debt or 2 1/3 mADA
to ~ep-Sl n .



Obv. 4 l~ :fn kPt-baboor
e-zt-Ujt vI OL\) kg-gn_rkf :lg
k l Sf-tp::d;>'1n
l;~11 -t § - dAanY
i-py-calma A=na un-Al-IG-nl
rf1-rli-J::JQMt
SU- ba-an- t i

i tu nUl)-1dt u4 9-kam
lJa,-za1

Ulu-Jd 17-kam 1-51-( ]

in-ual>5-c:labs

(env. (

TRANSLATION
4 she},:.cls or s11 vez , a.par t from the st8.'tetlJ8n t (Ii t.

U t he moutlt, of his ta.blet , f l'Ota ~ep-S1D Bt l -Adod reoeived,
when (hey w[e)nt on the expedit i on.

The monlh llI.I(;=Jill. t he ni nt h day . the seventeenth year
(af , e r ) 181[D ] .~ t aken.



H:>M 7519

TUANSLI'l'LHA 'l' ION

Obv. 2 1/3 ma- na 3 gIn (env. adds k U- bAb bAr )

nam-tab-ba
kl dsTn-be-el - ap-li (env. -11m)
~ ge- ep_dst n

5 mR1- l i - dAdad
ra Im-gur-dSamas
8U- ba-an- 'U -as

10

Rev .

15

20

1l4'. um....-nil-ulJ

kasmug (KfJ-bAHBAH > 1-r 1- i \l - iD- nu-tl

1:IIA maim! 1il111m-ma

k~-babbar 1-1at-e-nt
19i Im-ta-ga-ar·dstn
I gl La-a-lu.

19l dNanna-tiUk.~UN(1)
d.., --19i ~am&s-ea-z l -i r

19i dtifn-el'ei 4
191 A-ap-pa-a [ ••• ) HA(1).TUM(1)
kist b Id-lntm( 11 ) .....-bl 1 - i'b- r e.- a8
itu DU~-ka u4 9-kam
mu ki 17 t- 51-to· K1

1n-dabs- ba

Enve l ope var i ant s

11. 8-11 U4 UII-.l-a ktI-babbaJ'

t-rl-;u-ju-ng-tt
l-oa ja-I-,.. KASKAL- nl m( ? }
111...111...... ~

It1-g1-na

k~ t-lat-e
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1. 17 om. 1~(1).TUM(?)

1. 18 kislb l~-tDlm-ma-bt-mei lb-ra

TRANSLATI ON

2 1/3 miWil 3 sheke l s (errv. "or stlver·I
) , l)&rtner shlp

capl ta.l, t r am Sl n- bol -aplim 300 ~e,-S1n IUs- Adad o.nd Imgul'­
~amai received. On t he day when ' t he credi tor demands the
silver of t hem, on the safo compl e t i on of the exped i t i on ,
tbey sball "61gb out the ld l ve r (anv. u t he sound and trust­
worthy man shal l wei&h out t he s i lver . II

) .

Befor e lm~ar"~ l n , before !.al um , before Nanna­
DUU. NUN(?), bef ore :;amas-bazir, before Si n-er1 8. before•
Appa [ • • • ].

They have impres sed the seal of Its witness (eov.
"He has i mpr e ssed the seal/sea l s or itlJ witnesses.).

The month DU6·~J the nl nt h dB¥. the year 17

(after) Is1n was taken.
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US}.1 7555

'f HANSLI 'l'i;;HAT J ON

Obv. :2 1/ 3 ma- na Jm n~-:-tab-ba.

ni -M-ga ~)?K1.:1f.::m
rei -zl-1b 2 "-00 klt-baLbar

A-nA la pi - ai t -la -iu
5 U ne-))1- t , - , . -iQ.

rnSp-cv-dstn at-vu-k u

u-g~ fi st n-d- s f - l l
m.... " f:se-ep- ·S D

I n-'tuku

10 SIt. =urn um,...a =:a- PP- pm

• • 1t-r i - Su ku -1«- e
Hev . 19l dAdnd - rl8.- , l r

rnp4zur- dSame.e
nI,ra- r 1- ba- t um

15 mst n-a-da - l al

~1-1 r-A-nlm-ma

m~ 1 -1 r-d~amaS

m1 1um-pt -st n (DINGI H .K!• • dJ:;N .ZU)

m d~amn8-sa-ta-ka-l1

20 mt-a-mas- eu
kls1b 1~-k1-1Dl~-bl-me8 t b- r e

ito Du6-kh u4 30~ ~-v.al -ma

mu k l 30-kam 1 ..1_inKl

ba-an-dabS

'fHANb U 1'1ON

2 1/3~ of silver. partnership ca pi tal : the ac­

counting "as short, so that (apart trom [the fact that )
h iS

~ep-S l n had expenc1ed 2 or sllv r for" DO 't [having to



I ., ..)
.......

t ake ) an oa t h by hi. personal go~ and his life ) s l n-us l 111
owes (tt ) to ~ep-Sln. _

lIef or e l\dad- na§lJ; , puzur - SamaJ , Ta r l batam . Sl n­
n~al lal , ~ 1 1 1 1 -An lmma . ~ i l ll -~amai , Ilum- p1-S 1n , garone-in­
t akel !, :a-massu.

He bal> i mpressed the seal (s ) or l 'ts witnesses .
'i'be month ~=1dl, the thirti e t h day , t he thirtieth

yea r (af t e r ) I s 111 was taken.



11,3

'THAr;S LI TEl ~AT I o x

Ouv . 10 gI n k tJ - bahb£l.r

.g-oil-i ll 91-1, lwnUkkjfu (lJUlI - A-N I ). ~.

ku U8Ill-"tab-ba,-se

kl ~ l - i p_dstJ'}

:; ~-l u-d-um

tJ. °1r - r a-mu-sa-l hI

sU-ba-an- t l-mes
l'ev . 1tu-da u4 30-knm

11.1. 1-1tf-e
1 . d w ¥-A ~o 191 ::· l:'J~,f:-u-qu-a.

19i ds t n-a-da-lal
kli l b 1~-lnlm-n-n1

itu Gu4-s1-B«
u4 25-kam oo-zal

1:> ~ kl 17 1-s1 -t n~1
ba.-an-dab5

'n LAXSLATI ON

10 shekels of s l Ive r , apa~t from tl~ sta t ement (lit.
II t he mouth" of h1s t a.blet. silver for partner b lp capt tal ,
from ~ep-S l n Al um and lr~a-mus6111~ received. In (one 1 )

month (1) . t he t h irtieth day, the silver sha l l be wei ghe d out.
Uef o r e ~ama8-uqa, bef or o Sln-odall&l .
The sea l (of) his witness.
l 'he mont h ~-Sl:a4, t he t we n ty-fifth day. the year

17 (after j 181n was taken.
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HSl1 7601

TRANS LI l'EltA TI ON

Obv .

5

10

15

1 ma.-na 3 &ID kh- babbar

nam-tab- ba-nl-ilt
kl dstn- be- l f-ap-l 1
ta Sl - l p-dst n
m dSamaJ~-zl-1r

r. dSTn-1-dl n-nam
su-oo-an- t S-mes
ki 1ft- s l l l ·
fa ~ 14..gt -aa ta

.l..:-.Da U4 ( 1 ) l ..,...- r g

~ 1-14-e
t «1 '1'a- r l-ba-tUll'l
t gl dstn-a.-da- l l l
i gl lJ-bar-ru-.

I g1 Ib-nl - 1a
191 Ld- dMar-tu
ltu zf z-a
mu kl 16 1~1-1nKI

ba"Il~5

TIlANSLATION
1 I1IDDA 3 shekel s or sllvel'. t or hi s pal'tnershlp

capi tal, from Sln·bel t pi t and Sep- stn Samas-eaz1r and
Sln- l dlnnam rece l . d. From the Bound and trustwor t hy man ,
on t he d~( 1) t bey meet , the sil.el sball be weighed out.

Betor e Tar l bat am , bef ore Si n-adal lal , before Ubaz r um,
befor e Ibnla, before Lu-Mar t u.

The month ili::A. the year 16 (atter ) Isln was taken.
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'I'lLUi S LJ TlillA'l'1ON

ObY. 13 gIn IM-babbar

nam-t ab- ba.
ki ~1 -1p-dstn ·

h dsln-d-f!f - l l
5 IDJ -1 f-lu-!~-ul

iu-ba-an-tl
Itu zlz-a 04 30 - kam~
bo.-zal

Rev . k~ i U-ba-.an- t l
10 Itu Slg4-a-al

t - PA ;1:oI-n o-!N- r i

'e t -dg-e
I gi t r-ra-ba-nl .
I gl dst n -4&- 1 1

15 I gl t-Il-ere 4
U. E. ma rkf1 17(1)-kDm rl' -s1-1n

dab5- ba

TUANSJATI ON
13 shekels ot 811~~, portner hip capi tal , trom Sep­

81n and Si n-u 1111 l11-1ul l ul received . the month ~,
the thirtieth day .

He rece ived 811~erl I n the mont h ~4=a, at the
storing ( l i t . "heaping" ) or the barve. t , he shal l measure

out (bls payment In) gr a i n.
Berore lrra - banl , bet ore Sln-adnllal , before l11-erll.
The seventeent h(1) year (af t e r ) I s 1n (was) taken.



116

'l'IaNS LI TERATI ON

Oby. 5 gIn ktJ-babbar

nam-tab-ba-s&
kl Si -tp.dsftl
i8warad-dSBIIBi

5 'u-ba-an-t1
i tu ~U-DUIRUD-a

ada 1-1£-0
Rev . iIi dSrD-mU-pa-bt-tr

·Ib-nl-dAmu~ru •
10 t su ~e-kl n-kud [u

4
) .r3+z' -kaII

.. II&-aaa-.u- r a - bl 1qal•
-.-da 10-mu­

u'&-ba-lum

(env. omits day)

1-5
(

lU-lm-[

)

]

Envelope variants:
11. 10-15 mu Ba~..u·~a-bi lua[al]•

..-de. Ia-nm-l-ba-I tmi

Ulupl-bl

Rl - t a · dst n
iU- Dt -, bl-du11-g&

TlL\NS LA'.l' I ON

5 shekels or sliver, tor partnership capital, trom
Sep-Sln Warad-Saua' received. (In) the IDOnth $u-pupayp·a he

shal l .elah oui the stlYer.
Detore Sln-.u~ir, Ibnt-Amur r u.
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The month Se:klD~l . the 3+x t h day, the year
"nannll' bt 'the king ••• 'the l and lanutbal and 1ts king

lU m- Si n which h i s band had ca.ptured •••• n



'UtANSLI 'l'£hA'fI ON

Obv. 3 ma.-na ktt-tabbar

nam-tab-ba

kt ~i-lp-dstn

r. d.:tn~l-l t
~ ~ -tUn-c]sf a

It '-II re'4
sU-bo.-a.n- 'U eel
u4 -rol tel a l -bl-e
let, t -1«...,

L. l.:. [ tim] l-n daI- rgl 4' -a .
11 ( l-ta-zu-zu

lie-. . i gl l't1zur l.dA- ba

t it! l'dzur l-"§amo....

i gi [ n]ND
15 kl[slb ]

f ( b ]

ita ( )
bra ]

mu k t 11 3+~ !-s[ 1 "'-ln(1 ) dab
5
-bB

l:;nvol opo YBrl an 8

11. 12- 18 i i P4BuT-dA- bB
I g1 Pdzur_d~ ..

1 1 '-ll-t-dl n-nam
ld 81b I d-Snl - bl I
Ib*r
i tu zl , -:-a Q4 30-1c.nm
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ba-zal
mu kl 17-kam ! -sl -na
ba.-an-dab5-dabS

TnANSLA'1'1ON

3 IIIIrD1\ of stiver, part ner shi p capi tal, from Sop-Sin
and Sl n-us l 111 Iddl n-S l n and l11-er18 rece i ved. On ·t)~ day
t be crOOl tor demands the sliver, he shal l wei gh out 'the
sllvor (orr II t bo slIver shall be woighed out."). The credl~r

[shall not) acknowledge accounts receivabl e from t hem.
Def or E: Puzur-Aba, before Pwm:r-~amaS. before 111­

I dd i nn8ln.

lie bas i mpressed (it 18 Impr es sed with) t he 80a1(s )
of I t s witnes ses.

The month ~. the thi r t i e t h d~, the sevent eenth
year (atter) IBln was taken.
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HSY 7616

TUANS LI T£R.~TI ON

ObY. Tit gI n klJ-bBbbafl

i'ta - a d-ml-1q- t um l

rkl ~1-1n-dstJiiA .

f1D d~u-b1!-l a-ga-ml11

5 ru r.; - t e -mu- r a-br
f}u-ba-an- t t -es?11

L.E. 'i-no. SI - rlM' . ea.rElpam. ( KA.::iKAL )

ktt 1- 111-e
191 P4zar-d~amaI

10 Igt I m-gur-d~amae

t g! Ta-~ t -ba-tum

k l s 1b Id-kl-I nl m- bl -ei Ib-rs
I t u DU6-~ "4 30-kam .

14 rna kl 18 1-81-1n Kl
U.E . ba-an-dab

5

TRANS LATI ON
4 sbe1cel e or 81lver , a 'tDdmtgtpm ("errand") loan ,

from ~ep-Sln gubl1a-a_il and £t emu- r abl received. On

the sote compl tloD or the exped i t i on , the stiver shal l be

wei ghed oat .
Defore Puzur-S...., bef ore Imgur-~ama8, bef or e

'1'8.r 1ba:&mn.

The nth ~:kl. the t hirtieth day, the year 18
(atter) IBin taken.
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'n~NSLI1'En.;,\T ION

Obv. 1/3 ma- nn. Jdk-babbar

kh nam- t ab- ba

k! Si-ip.ds!n
m~i -l l-A"n1-ma.

sU-ba-an- 'U

.Q.4 -wn 4:W1 =ng
kaspam (Kb- HAllHAR ) i-, i - i u
ktJ I-lit-e

!<ov . 11'1 p4ZU1"_d~ amaS

191 'fa - r i -ba-tuia

1&1 Na - am- r u- l - l t
ig1 A-Wi-l 1 -d~amaJ

k18ib 1~·kl -1Dlm-bl -ei

Ib- ra-es
mu 28 1-s1- 1n- naK1

ba-an-dab5

1'fiANSLATION

1/3 mADA or s i l ver , slIver (wh1ch Is) partner sh i p
capi tal, trom ~ep-Sin fil11-Anl mma rece i ved . On the day

when the credi t or demand. tbe s i l ve r , the silver shall be

weighed out .
Ocfora pazt1r-~a.maB. beCore 'l'aribatum , before Namr u­

111, betore AW11-Samaa• .
The seals of it. 1Iltne••08 61'0 impressed (or: U 1'bey

bave i pressod the 888.1(8 ) of its Witnesses").
The year 28 (af t er ) ls1u was taken .



APPENDIX C

SEP=SIti

Leon~s (~Q-BaRxlQP1ap Melgbap' , p. 63) ca lls a t ­
tention t.() t be f act 'that mercbants seem to bave l i ved i n a
par ticular sect i on of the 01ty, and to have moved i n one
another ' s COlitpany . On 'the basis ot the witness l ists of
~le rour~en ~ep-$ln partner ship loans, we ~ i dentify
five pe r pons as bavi ng been tn Sep-Slo's circle. Thes e
(with 'the number of t i mes eacb occurs) a r e the followi ng:

'f EU11mtum (7 )
Sl n-adallal (7)

Puzur-Abe. (::n
PUZllr · Sama.i (5)
Ili-jddinDlUD (4 )

Fur ther, Sep-::> l n acted wi tb a par t ner on eight oc-
casi ons . These , In chronolollcal order, are as fol10"8 1

'l'A JJLET PAln N£ll DATE

USM 7507 Sl n- bel -apl 1m 1(5 40/ 3/ -
vas VIII 67 Sl n- bel -apl 1m ns 40/ 3/ -
lk;M 7601 £In-bel-apl lm as 45/ 11/ -
lIS1'; 7603 Si n-us t l l ! U~ 46/ -/ -
llliM 7510 s t n-u8111:i n:) 46/2/21
HSIJ 7519 Sl n- bel -apl 1m liS 46/7/9
liSA) 7509 Sln-U81111 RS 46/11/ 3
118M 7615 Sl n-us l 11i RS 46/11/3u

It will be noted that It I s no~ a case or one paztner

122



r epl ac i ng 'tbe ot her, but of some a.lternat i on between the two.
It 1s also or interest tha t S1n-bel -apl l m' . name invariably
pre ccOes ~6p-S in · s . wbile Sin~J81 1 1 1 ' 8 alWays follows It.
We m~y suggest some kln~ of senior-junior par t ner shi p , not
In terms of larger or smaller .bares , bat In terms of age or
rank.

This ffts .el l with o t her infor mat i on about 'the in­
dividua l s Involved. I n 'l'CL X 109 (us 51), a Sln-bel-apllm

w~11 tamklX8 ~nd a ~ep-s tD are SODS of Ld-bapplr. It is
hi gh l y probablo that t he s e are t he partners of the ppm- tab=1a
t exts, the forMer l~lng the (elder and?) more emi nent of the
two.

I n regtl,rd t o Sl n-ust l ! 1 , e may first tur n to YOS II
112 Bnd 134 . TIlese ar e le t t er s from ~ep-Sln to Dada and Si n­
usilli, an~ have to do with trade . ~ep-Sin Is giving I n­
strnctlons , "hleb supports the con;ject tme that he 18 In some
w~ seni or partner to Sl n-usl 111.

Furthe r . both the li s t i ng or Dada before S1n-08i l 11 in
the openi ng lines of both l et"r., and the phzases klla<1Wlmpu
aita q stn=yftl 111 (YOS II 112110 ) and atta 9 §tn-Yl l l l! (YOS II
112s40) i nd i ca t e that Dada ts the IDDr e 1mpor tastt of tho t wo .
Tbus it Is of s igni f i cance tbat Sl n-us l 11i I s listed as son

of Dada among t be wi t neesos t o lt~H 7507, a mun-Sab-bB. l oan
contrac t of Sl n- bel -ap11m 8Dd gop-Sin from RS 40.

We can with some confide nce, then , assume of tbe
principal s in the nDe-tab=ba texts t hat S l D-bel~pl 1m and
~ep-Sin were sons of Ld-bappi r , ~jn-bel-apl 1m betn tbe more
promi nent; and that 51n-081111 , 0. "junior partner ", was tho
son of Dada .

As to t he dur a t i on ot Shese part ne rships. we may DOh

t hat Sln-bel-apllm does not jotn ~ep-Sln In RS 57 in attemp-
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t l ng to colle c t (lISM 7503 ) the bal a nce or a. loa n made by

t hem bo'&h in ns 46 (115M 7519 and 7514). The lates t deallna8
a t t e s t ed between gop-s i n and Si n- UBi l 1! are in HS 59 (HSAi
7555).
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