





APPENDIX C
SEP=SIN

Leenans (Qld-pabylonian jerchant, p. 63) calls at-
tention to the fact that merchants seem to have lived in a
particular section of the city, and to have moved in one
another's cowpany. On the basis of the witness lists of
the fourteen Sep=sin partnership loans, we may identify
five pereons as having been in Sep~sin's circle. These
(with the number of times each occurs) are the following:

Taribatum (7)

sin-adallal (7)

Puzur=iba (5)

Pugur=Samas (5)

Ili-iddinnam (4)

Further, Sep~sin acted with a partner on ejght oc-
casjons. These, in chronological order, are as follows!

TABLET PARTNER VATE

HSM 7507 sin-bel=aplim kS 40/3/=-
YOS VIII 67 Sin=bel-aplim RS 40/3/=
Hsy 7601 sSin=bel=aplim RS 45/11/=
HSM 76073 Sin-usilli KS 46/=/=
HSM 7510 Sin-usilli RS 46/2/21
HSM 7519 Sin-bel-aplim RS 46/7/9
Sk 7509 Sin-usilli S 46/11/3
HSM 7615 Sin=usilli RS 46/11/30

It will be noted that it is not a case of one partner
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replacing the other, but of some alternation bstween the two.
It 18 also of interest that Sin-bel=aplim's name invariably
precedes Jep=Sin's, while Sin-usilii's always follows it.

We mey suggest some kiné of senjor~junior partnership, not
in terms of larger or smaller shares, but in terws of age or
rank,

This fits well with other information about the in=
dividuals involved. 1In TCL X 109 (KS 51), & Sin-bel~aplim
wakil taniBr@ and a Sep-Sin are sons of L&-bappir. It is
highly probable that these are the partners of the pam-tab-ba
texts, the former being the (elder and?) more eminent of the
two.

In regord to Sin-usilli, we may first turn to YOS 11
112 and 134. These are letters from Sep=Sin to Lada and Sin=
usilli, and have to do with trade. Seép=Sin s giving in-
structions, which supporis the conjecture that he is in some
way senior partner to Sin-usilli.

Further, both the listing of Dada before Sin-usilli in
the opening lines of both letters, and the phrases kila dwkunu
atta gy sin-usilli (Y0s 11 112:10) and atta u Sin-usilli (Yos 11
112340) indicate that Dada is the more important of the two.
Thue it is of significance that Sin-usilli is listed as son
of Dada among the witunesses to il 7507, a nam=-tab—=ba loan
contract of Sin-bel=aplim and Sep=3in from RS 40.

We can with some confidence, then, assume of the
principals in the pam=tab~ba texts that Sin-bel-aplim and
Sep=5in were sons of Lé-bappir, bin-bel=aplim being the more
prominent; and that Sin-usilli, a " junior partner", was the
son of Dada.

As to the duration of these partnerships, we may note
that Sin-bel-aplim does not join Sep=Sin in RS 57 in attemp~-
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ting to collect (HsSM 7503) the balance of a loan made by
them both in HS 46 (uS) 751G and 7514). The latest dealings
attested between Sep~Sin and Sin-usilli are in RS 59 (HSM
7555) « ‘
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